
New York Hast probably ‘terrorist’ bomb 

new YORK (R)— President BUI drawn threw his full weight Saturday 
O imo the bunt for those behind a huge explosion that rocked New York's 
famous Win-tower World TVade Centre as police said the cause was “in all 
probability*' a terrorist bomb. As New York Oty recovered from the 
sbock of what seemed like a major carbomb attack on its main landmark. 
Officials gave a final casualty figure of five dead and 1,042 injured — the 
vast majority from inhaling smoke as they straggled down stairwells to 
safety. New York Governor Mario Cuomo said the city felt “violated" by 
the tragedy. President Clinton, in his weekly national radio address from 
- Washington, pledged, "working together. we ll Rod out who was involved 
\ and why this happened." Mr. COulon said he had assured Governor 
u Cuomo and New York Mayor David Dinkins “that the full measure of 
federal law enforcement resources wifi be brought to bear on this 
| ^ investigation." New York Police Commissioner Raymond Kelly said the 

“i btot— which wrecked three underground floors befaw the World Trade 

Centre and sent smoke swirling up 96 floors — had the hallmarks of a 
r «-. bomb.. {Earlier. story on page 8) 
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" V^PLO official to 

^ Moscow stalks 

■ : a mem ber of the Palestine Li- 
11 J* bereota Organisation (PLO) Ex- 

' ecutive Committee, is expected 
..’■i to go toMoscow soon for talks on 

■ ' theMjddle East peace negotia- 

tions. PLO officials said Satur- 
day.’ Russia and the United 
States.- the co-sponsors of the 
tans, said Thursday the 
KS5e East parties are to be 
*:•:. invited to resume talks in April. 

. - Bat _ the PLO said invitations 

• - ' ' would he premature unless Israel i 
.V ■ complies -with a U.N. resolution 

' cailiiffifor the return of the all 415 
; ftjj Smans expelled to Lebanon 
• in December. The decision to 
send Mr. Abbas to Moscow came 
after PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
- fat received a message Friday 
from the Rnsian leaders. 

: \ Israellsoldiers 
wound comrade 

RAMALLAH, occupied West 
'• Bank (R) — Soldiers from an 
_ Israeli army undercover unit 
accidentally shot and wounded 

■ ^ one of their comrades in the 

ir m j occupied West Bank town of 
’ RanuUah Saturday, Palestinians 

-’S> fgjlc and Israeli military officials said. 
:W The incident occurred after 

Palestinian youths erected a 
. roadblock and stoned an Israeli 
army vehicle. Soldiers from the 

- undercover amt chased a youth, 
running at him from different 

- directions. They opened fire, mis- 
: sed him and instead hit one of 

their comrades, Palestinian wit- 
nesses said. Israeli military offi- 
1- • rials said the soldier was wound- 
ed in the ankle after another 

• soldier tripped during the chase, 
rrcatiring his gun to go off 

-• -accidentally. There was “a 20- 
-• ~nrinate snooting spree" before 
: - the soldiers drove off in jeeps, 
‘.firing their weapons, a witness 
said.. No Palestinians were in- 
. -. jured. 

.Kurdish violence 
kills 7 In Turkey 

ISTANBUL (R) — Five people 
' - were killed in two attacks by 
■' separatist Kurds in southeast Tur- 
key and another two were found 
dead, local journalists said. They 

said the bullet-riddled bodies of 

: "t w two Kurdish human rights activ- 
3 C'-ii a bducted by gunmen two 
weeks ago, were found under a 
' s” bridge near the town of Tunceli in 
eastern Turkey. Rebel Kurds 
• - shot dead a suspected member of 
- a rival group and his two sons as 
'they were leaving their home in 
' the town of Silvan, m southeast 
-Turkey. 

. Kuwait army chief 
• resigns — reports 

: KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait army 
Chief of Staff Genreal Jaber Al 
Khafed Al Sabah has resigned ■ 

. -and will be replaced by bis depu- • 
ty, newspapers said Saturday. , 
Al Anba newspaper said bis : 
resignation was accepted and he | 
.'was appointed consultant at the j 
_ office of Crown Prince and Prime I 
Minister Sheikh Saad Al Abdul- • . 
■jah Al Sabah. “A decree appoint- 

• mg General AH Al Moumen (as 
chief of staff) is expected," the 
newspaper added, A Defence 
Ministry spokesman declined 
comment on the report. Al 
Watan newspaper said Gen. Ja- 
ber submitted his resignation last 
week. Gen. Moumen, who now 
serves as deputy chief of staff, 
was the strongest candidate for 
the army's top job, it added. The 
newspapers gave no reason for 
the resignation. 


Washington works on 
Israeli- Palestinian deal 


Suspect group disowns 

- Cairo cafe blast 

-•A (R) — Egypt’s main 
li, " us “ m militant organisation de-‘ 
rietf orrSaturday that it bombed a 
rowded Cairo coffee bar, killing 
xir people and wounding 16. Al 
- Jama ’a Al Isiamiya (Islamic 
roup), which has claimed re- 
' - •onsibility for a series of attacks 
•i foreign tourists in the last five 
onths, issued the dental in a fax 
d a telephone call to an inter- 
. tional news agency. “With re- 
rd to the explosion which 
birred on Friday in a coffee 
)p in Tahrir Square and in view 
the attempt of the Egyptian 
ice to attribute the incident to 
Gama'a. Al Isiamiya, the 
.... ma'a denies that'it had any 
nection with the inddenr 
tther near on far,” the state- 
. ; it said. The bomb attack was 
. *■ ; most serious in Cairo for 
W : iy years (See page 2). j 


CAIRO (R) — The United States 
is trying to nudge Israel and the 
Palestinians into a six-point 
to resume stalled Middle East 
peace talks, Palestinian sources 
said Saturday. 

The proposals were assembled 
by U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher during his visit 
last week to occupied Jerusalem, 
where he met Palestinians and 
Israelis in an attempt to end the 
dispute over 415 expelled Palesti- 
nians and revive the talks. 

The sources said the points 
were: 

— A U.S. statement that ex- 
pulsions are illegal and a U.S. 
commitment that Israel will im- 
plement ' fully U.N. Resolution 
799. which calls for immediate 
return of all the remaining 396 
Palestinians it expelled to Leba- 
non on Dec. 17. 

— A U.S. commitment that the 
next round of peace negotiations 
in Washington will focus dearly 
on U.N. resolutions 242 and 338 
and that the status of Jerusalem 
can be discussed. 

The two resolutions enshrine 
the principle that Israel should 
withdraw from land seized in the 
1967 Middle East war in return 
for peace and has been the mam 
basis of 16 months of talks be- 
tween Israel, Syria. Jordan and 
the Palestinians. 

Israel has not accepted that 
Resolution 242 applies to the 
talks with the Palestinians, which 
cover an interim period of self- 
rule in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. It says 242 ap- 
plies to negotiations on the final 
status of the territories, which are 
to take place later. 

— A “binding commitment" 
from Israel not to carry out any 


future expulsions. 

— The accelerated return of 
the evictees “in compliance with” 
Resolution 799. 

— Return of a sizeable number 
of other Palestinians expelled 
since 1967. 

— Agreement by Israel to stop 
human rights violations in the 
■occupied territories. 

They said Mr. Christopher tokl 
the Palestinians after he saw 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin for two boms that Israel 
had agreed “in principle" to the 
proposals and that details and a 
final text would be negotiated 
with U.S. officials. 

The Israelis had objected to the 
wording of some of the proposals. 
They had rejected the phrases 
“binding commitment" and 
“compliance" with Resolution 
799. They also objected to tiro 
inclusion of Jerusalem, which 
Israel has declared its “eternal 
capital,” in the proposals. 

The Palestinians wanted a defi- 
nite timetable for the “acceler- 
ated return” of the evictees and a 
guarantee that they would all be 
home before the planned resump- 
tion of peace talks in April. 

The Palestinians also sought a 
specific declaration that Israel 
would end human rights viola- 
tions in the Gaza Strip. 

“The Israelis did not say they 
are refusing the proposals but 
they are demanding a change in 
the wording of the text. But the 
changes the Israelis were suggest- 
ing are not acceptable to us. They 
are in violation^ what we think 
is an agreement,” one Palestinian 
official said. 

“There is a murlriness. The 
disagreement appears textual but 


Exiles bank on Syria 
to block peace talks 


MARJ AL ZOHOUR, Lebanon 
(R) — Palestinian exiles said 
Saturday they were banking on 
Syria to block any resumption of 
Middle East peace talks before 
Israel took them back. 

“I am confident Syria will con- 
vince all tiro Arab states not to 
resume the negotiations before 
tiro issue of the (expellees) is 
resolved,” Abdul Aziz Al Ranti- 
si, leader of the 396 exiles, told 
Reuters at the group's makeshift 
tent camp in Sooth Lebanon. 

The men have been stranded 
between Israel and Lebanese 
lines for 10 weeks since being 
expelled by Israel. 

Syria, emerging as spokesman 
for tiro Arab negotiators, said 
Friday it was calling a meeting of 
all Arab parties in the peace talks 
to forge a united stand on the 
twin issues of the evictees and 
relaunching talks, stalled since 
the expulsions. 


“I am sure they will agree on 
implementing U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 799 before 
restarting tiro negotiations and 
will fulfill our hopes of a quick 
and collective return,’ Dr. Rantisi 
said. 

Resolution 799, issued one day 
after tiro expulsions on December 
17, demands Israel take back all 
the men immediately. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa said Friday 
before meeting U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher In 
Bnissells that no Arab would 
attend the talks until the evictees 
issue was settled. 

“It is wrong to think that any 
Arab party will go to the peace 
talks without finding a satisfac- 
tory solution for the deportees 
crisis,” Mr. Sharaa said. 

“We in Syria insist on the 
return of all the deportees.” 
(Continued ou page 2) 


Sudanese minister says 
elections early next year 


DUBAI (R) — Sudan will hold 
genera! and presidential elections 
by the beginning of next year and 
the ruling military junta will step 
down sooner than originally plan- 
ned, a Sudanese cabinet minister 
said. 

“Parliamentary and presiden- 
tial elections will be held by the 
beginning of next year," Justice 
Minister and Attorney-general 
Abdul Aziz Shidu told Al Wasat 
Arabic language weekly in an 
interview published Sunday. 

He said the ruling Revolution 
Command Council (RCC), which 
came to power in a coup in 1989, 
wili “cease to exist" after the 
elections, handing its powers over 
to the elected parliament and 
government. 

RCC chief and head of state 
Lieutenant-general Omar Hassan 
Al Bashir, replying to growing 
speculation that tiro RCC would 
step down early, said last month 
the council had no plans to step 
down soon. 

He stressed an earlier schedule 
under which the RCC would give 
up power after national and pres- 
idential elections set for late 1994 
. or early 1995. 

Mr. Shidu told the London- 
based weekly only individual 
would run in the elections, reiter- 
ating that Sudan wiR not return to 
the multi-party democracy which 


the ruling- junta replaced. 

He also dismissed as fiction 
reports by international human 
right groups that Khartoum was 
involved in mass killings in tiro 
remote Nuba mountains. 

Mr. Shidu denied charges by 
secular-oriented Arab states that 
Sudan’s Islamic government arms 
and supports Muslim fun- 
damentalist groups active in 
Tunisia, Algeria and Egypt. 

In another interview, al Wasat 
quoted Tunisian Prime Minister 
named Karoui a$ saying Sudan 
“continues to harbour terrorist 
camps and provides them with 
different kinds of help and sup- 
port.” 

Mr. Karoui said Tunis reserves 
the right to refer the issue of 
Sudan’s and Iran's alleged train- 
ing of Muslim zealots to the 
United Nations' Security Coun- 
cil. 

Mr. Shidu said: “We have no- 
thing to do with what is happen- 
ing in Tunisia. Sudan has never 
interfered in the internal affairs 
of Tunisia.” 

Sudan, in a move which has 
angered several Arab states wor- 
ried that Tehran is attempting to 
export its Islamic revolution, has 
openly courted Iran in the past 
two years, isolating itself within 
the Arab World. 


in fact it is political,” he added. 

The Palestinian sources said 
tiro U.S. consul-general in Arab 
East Jerusalem, Molly William- 
son, was bolding meetings with 
the two sides to try to reach 
agreement. 

They said Mr. Christopher’s 
invitation in Brussels to ail parties 
to resume negotiations on April 
had been made because be really 
believed a solution had been 
near. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), Arab states and 
Palestinian peace negotiators in- 
sist there can be no more talks 
until the expellee crisis is solved. 

In Amman, PLO envoys dis- 
cussed the U.S. proposals to end 
the plight of the evictees with 
members of the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement Hamas. 

The Friday meeting was the 
first high level contact between, 
the two sides since late Decem- 
ber, when a Hamas team went to 
Tunis for rare talks with the PLO 
on the expellees. 

Hamas, the PLO's mam rival in 
tiro occupied territories, is at the 
core of hardline Palestinian 
opposition to Arab- Israeli peace 
talks. Many Hamas supporters 
were among those expelled to 
South Lebanon. 

Mamdouh Nofal, an envoy of 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
attended the talks with two other 
members of the PLO’s main- 
stream movement Fateh. 

“We also discussed with 
Hamas whether they had ideas 
and suggestions on the deportees 
issue and they said they had 
none,” he said. 

_ In Tunis, the PLO called for an 

(Continued on page 2) 


Palestinian 
delegates 
under strain 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Strains are developing 
among Palestinian peace nego- 
tiators and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) as 
Washington puts pressure on 
them to accept a compromise to 
revive U.S.-backed Middle East 
peace talks. 

Palestinian delegates are an- 
xious to restart the talks, but their 
return to Washington without 
- concessions from Israel on the 
fate of about 400 Palestinians 
expelled to Lebanon in Decem- 
ber would outrage the Palestinian 
public. 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher put more pressure on 
the delegates Thursday by saying 
invitations to a new round of talks 
in April would be issued soon. 
Mr. Christopher had won backing 
from Syria and Lebanon to go 
ahead with talks without settling 
tiro evictee issue. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
also is uncertain about the U.S. 
compromise offer, according to 
sources in Tunis, the PLO head- 
quarters. 

On the one hand, he does not 
want the peace talks to resume 
without the participation of 
Palestinians and the PLO. 

But he also believes tiro PLO 
should reconcile with Hamas, the 
Islamic fundamentalist group. 
Hamas opposes the talks, and 
moving ahead with them without 
settling the evictee issue would 
kill any chance for reconciliation. 

The expelled Hamas suppor- 
ters have become heroes in tiro 
occupied territories. Even before 
the expulsions, the PLO was los- 
ing favour among Palestinians be- 
cause the peace talks were going 
nowhere. 

Among the Palestinian dele- 
gates, one camp would accept a 
compromise allowing Israel to 
concede on issues other than the 
exiles. Others want implementa- 
tion of a U.N. resolution deman- 
ding tiro return of the evictees. 

“Each party is pulling the rope 
in its own direction,” raid Riyad 
Mallei, who belongs to a PLO 
faction that opposes peace talks 
altogether. 

PLO sources in Tunis said Fais- 
al Husseini, chief adviser to tiro 
delegation, has argued for going 
to tiro talks at any cost, then 
raising tiro evictee issue in the 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Volleys of 
rockets hit 
Israeli anc 
allied Dost 
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Israeli sokKers prepare artillery shells Saturday as 
the Israeli army responded to 60 rockets fired from 
Lebanon that landed in northern Israel and the 



Israel-occupied ‘security zone” in South Lebanon 
(AFP photo) 


Jordan confident solution would be 
found to end peace talks deadlock 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan remains con- 
fident that a solution to the crisis 
sparked by Israel's expulsion of 
Palestinians in December would 
be found soon to put the Middle 
East peace process back on track, 
senior officials said Saturday. 

“A lot of things could happen 
between now and April," said a 
senior official. “We are confident 
that things would work out posi- 
tively and a solution to tiro expel- 
lee crisis acceptable to all parties 
would be reached by then." 

The U.S. and Russia, co- 
sponsors of the Middle East 
peace process launched in Madrid 
in October 1991, said Thursday 
that the next round of Arab- 
I&raeli peace talks would be held 
in Washington in April and in- 
vitations would be sent out soon. 

The official, who preferred 
anonymity, noted that the Arab 
parties to the peace talks with 
Israel would be meeting soon to 
discuss bow to relaunch the peace 
process and said a solution to tiro 
expulsion crisis could emerge 
from the gathering. 

The official indicated that Jor- 
dan, while remaining very much 
committed to the peace process, 
had a broader view of the expel- 
lee crisis. 

“Notwithstanding its emotional 
and political aspects, the latest 
crisis cannot be seen in isolation 
of tiro fact that millions of Palesti- 
nians are exiled,” said the offi- 
cial. “We cannot lose sight of the 


reality that the peace process 
aims at resolving the root con- 
flict.” 

In the meantime, Jordan has 
adopted a non-committal 
approach to Thursday's 
American-Russian announce- 
ment of an April round of talks. 

“We will consider tiro invita- 
tion when it is actually issued,” 
said Foreign Minister Kamel Abu 
Jaber. 

Dr_ Abu Jaber said the Arab 
meeting on the peace process 
would be held in Damascus in the 
first week of March. 

“We are awaiting definite de- 
tails of plans for the meeting," 
Dr. Abu Jaber told the Jordan 
Times Saturday. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Sharaa said in Brussels 
Friday that the meeting would 
seek to “come up with a united 
Arab position vis-a-vis the (ex- 
pulsions) and tiro resumption of 
the peace process." 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher and his Russian 
counterpart Andrei Kozyrev said 
in a joint statement in Geneva 
Thursday that “the Israelis, 
Arabs and Palestinians have reaf- 
firmed their strong commitment 
to the peace process and 
emphsised their determination to 
resume the negotiations in the 
near future.” 

The U.S. and Russia “are con- 
vinced that at this point all sides 
must take additional steps to real- 
ise a historic opportunity to make 
progress towards a ' comprehen- 
sive, just and lasting Arab-Israeli 


Afghan demonstrators 
demand pay and food 


KABUL (R) — Hundreds of 
angry Afghan government em- 
ployees and merchants demons- 
trated outside tiro presidential 
palace and the U.N. offices in 
Kabul Saturday demanding salar- 
ies halted by months of fierce 
factional fighting. 

But an unofficial temporary 
ceasefire between the Hezb-e- 
I si ami group and tiro government 
held for a 14th day despite spor- 
adic overnight outbursts rocket 
and gun fire, and a former top 
Pakistani official continued 
mediation efforts. 

“Give us our pay," chanted 
about 300 people, mostly govern- 
ment employees, braving freezing 
weather to stage the third such 
protest in four days. 

Another 300 gathered outside 
the United Nations office in the 
shell-shattered Afghan capital to 
demand foreign assistance for 
their plight. 

“Other countries must listen to 
us," shouted one angry man, who 
gave his name only as Moham- 
mad. “Hie United Nations is a 
humanitarian organisation, they 
must help the people.” 

The Mujahedeen administra- 
tion that took over from the 
former communist government 
last April has virtually collapsed 
after months of bloody battles 
between rival factions fighting for 
power in Kabul. 

“Hie government is cheating 
us,” said Mohammad. He said 
the government was unable to 
honour state-issued food coupons 
due to mounting shortages in the 
capital. 

The Mujahedeen rulers inher- 


ited from the communist govern- 
ment a system of coupons given 
to government employees to 
obtain free sugar, flour, edible oil 
and tea. 

Prices of food and fuel have 
soared, especially in the latest 
fighting in January and February 
between fundamentalist presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani and 
his hardline Hezb-e-Islami oppo- 
nents that has killed 1,000 people 
and injured 6,000. 

The merchants complained 
they could not withdraw money 
they had deposited in the banks 
for safekeeping on the advice of 
the government since the banks 
had run out of funds. 

“They promise us everything 
and give us nothing," one said. 

"There are some enthusiastic 
commanders who have violated 
the courtesy truce," said Hamid 
Gul. retired chief of Pakistan's 
military intelligence and strategist 
of much of the Mujahedeen's 
14-year war of resistance, who 
negotiated the ceasefire. 

“We are hopeful the leaders 
are moving in a positive direc- 
tion." 

Dissident Hezb chief Gulbud- 
din Hekmatyar said by radio from 
his base at Charasyab, southeast 
of Kabul, that he was ready to 
accept an interim government 
established by mutual under- 
standing by all parties to end the 
fighting. 

Hezb-e-Islami could accept any 
leader as bead of such an interim 
government, including his arch 
rival Rabbani. “We suggest the 
president should also be neutral,” 
he said. 


peace settlement based on (U.N. 
Security Council) resolutions 242 
and 338,” the statement said. 

“... Accordingly, the co- 
sponsors will soon extend invita- 
tions to the ninth round of nego- 
tiations to be held in Washington 
durig the month of April," it 
added. 

Reports in the Israeli press said 
Mr. Christopher was suggesting 
April 19 as the possible date for 
the resumption of the peace talks. 

Mr. Christopher also said in 
Geneva after meeting with Mr. 
Sharaa that Syria had pledged its 
support for the American bid to 
restart the peace talks. Mr. Shar- 
aa said shortly thereafter that his 
country would take a constructive 
position to the expellee crisis 
since a solution was needed to 
enable all parties to resume the. 
peace talks “m a comfortable and 
agreeable atmosphere.” He did 
not comment on the announce- 
ment that invitations to the April 
round of talks would be going out 
soon. 

The last round of bilaterals 
concluded in Washington on Dec. 
17, with the Arabs staying away 
on the last day in protest against 
Israel's- expulsion of over 400 
Palestinians to South Lebanon. 

During a visit to the Middle 
East last week, Mr. Christopher 
pushed a compromise formula to 
entice the Arabs back to the 
negotiating table, but the formula 
was rejected by the Palestinians, 
who also described Thursday's : 

(Continued on page 5) I 


MARJAYOUN. Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Resistance fi enters* 
fired more than 24 rockets Jt 
northern Israel early Saturday, 
security sources said". 

* They said the salvos were fired 
as artillery and rocket duels raced 
between Hizbollah guerrillas and 
Israeli and allied forces in South 
Lebanon. 

The Israeli army said earlier 
several Katyusha rockets were 
fired at northern Galilee, causing 
little damage but no casualties' 
The sources said Hizbollah 
guerrillas also fired rockets and 
dozens of mortar bombs at 
Israel s self-styled “security 
zone" and Israeli and South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia 
gunners slammed more than 15U 
shells at areas north of the zone. 

The Israeli shelling enquired 
Iqlim Al Toufah. the southern 
edge of the eastern Bekaa Valiev 
and villages around the market 
town of Nabatiyeh. 

The whooshing sound of rock- 
ets and the blasts kept most of the 
region's estimated 200.000 resi- 
dents huddled in basements and 
bomb shelters. 

The rockets, the sources said, 
were fired from the vicinity of 
Yater, a traditional Hizbollah 
stronghold above the “security 
zone." They hit and damaged a 
number of houses in the towns of 
Marjavoun. Khiam and Ibil Al 
Saai. 

The duels followed an attack 
Friday by Israeli helicopters in 
.which a one-storey house used bv 
Hizbollah members was des- 
troyed. No-one was hurt in the 
attack because the house was 
vacant at the time. 

Earlier Friday, three SLA mili- 
tiamen were wounded in an 
ambush by unidentified guerril- 
las. 

The latest round of violence 
between Israel and SLA on the 
one hand, and Hizbollah and its 
allies on the other, is now in its 
third week. ■ 

Hizbollah (Parry of God) has 
stepped up attacks on Israeli and 
SLA forces since late January to 
mark the first anniversary of the 
killing of its chief Sheikh Abbas 
Musawi. his wife and son in an 
Israeli helicopter ambush in 
February 1992. 

Two Israeli soldiers, three SLA 
militiamen, 10 guerrillas and four 
civilians have been killed in the 
South Lebanon violence during 
the past five weeks. 


Somali peace panel 
agrees on conference 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
Representatives of Somalia's 
warlords ended preparatory 
peace talks Saturday and agreed 
to attend a national reconciliation 
conference next month which di- 
plomats hope will chan a path to 
peace. 

“The meeting has ended and 
they have reached fall agreement 
on holding the national confer- 
ence," Farouk Mawlawi. U.N. 
spokesman in Somalia, told Reu- 
ters. 

He said full details on the 
agreement would be made avail- 
able on Sunday. 

The panel representing Soma- 
lia’s 15 warring factions me( be- 
hind closed- doors in Mogadishu 
to hammer out an agenda and a 
guest list for the conference plan- 
ned for March 15 in the Ethiopian 
capital Addis Ababa. 

The panel suspended discus- 
sions begun Tuesday after riots 
rocked Mogadishu, followed by 
heavy gunbattles Thursday. 

The U.S. military command 
announced Saturday that two 
U.S. soldiers, one of them a 
woman, were wounded when un- 
known gunmen opened fire near 
Mogadishu port on Friday night. 

Both soldiers were reported in 
stable condition. 

Shortly after the talks. Soma- 
lia's so-called Interim President 
Ali Mahdi Mohammad criticised 
his rival, Mogadishu warlord' 
Mohammad Farah Aideed, for 
instigating the worst violence 
since a U.S.-led task force landed 
in December under a U.N. man- 
date. 


“1 would like to state emphati- 
cally my total disagreement to 
these types of manoeuvres which 
will create an obstacle to national 
reconciliation and if not arrested 
on time will lead the country into 
total chaos," Mr Ali Mahdi said 
in a letter to the United Nations 
obtained by Reuters. 

A separate statement signed by 
11 factions loosely aligned with 
Mr. Ali Mahdi accused General 
Aideed of “baseless and irration- 
al accusations against the interna- 
tional peace keeping forces in 
Somalia." 

“We. the eleven parties, who 
have always supported and wel- 
comed restoration of peace and 
stability in Somalia, are categor- 
ically against Aideed's attempt to 
restore anarchy and create poli- 
tical tension.” 

The gunbattles followed street 
protests Tuesday and Wednesday 
by Gen. Aideed's supporters af- 
ter he accused U.S. troops of 
backing his rival. Mohammad 
Said Hersi, known as Gen. Mor- 
gan. 

U.S. troops, who head a 
33,000-strong force from 23 na- 
tions deployed to stop looting of 
food aid for the starving, deny (he 
charge. 

Nigerian troops unleashed 
machinegun fire and stormed a 
building after snipers fired at 
them. But U.S. officials said re- 
cent violence would not delay 
their withdrawal. 

Calm returned to the rest of the 
capital Friday after the riots 

(Continued on page 5j 
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Iraq accepts long-term U.N. monitoring 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq insisted 
Friday it had nothing more to 
hide and declared it was ready to 
accept long-term U.N. monitor- 
ing of its compliance with Gulf 
war ceasefire terms. 

It also denied threatening to 
shoot down a U.N. helicopter 
c anying weapons inspectors. 

The head of the Military Indus- 
trialisation Commission which 
oversaw development of Iraq’s 
ballistic missiles, chemical 
weapons and nuclear programme 
also called on the Security Coun- 
cil to stop lightning weapons in- 
spections. 

Two U.N. teams joined forces 
Monday and swooped on three 
sites west of Baghdad. They were 
searching for undeclared mobile 
launchers or missiles with a range 
greater than 150 kilometres for- 
bidden under the ceasefire terms. 

“The fact is not that they found 
nothing.” commission chairman 
Lieutenant-General Amer 
Rashecd told Reuters tn an in- 
terview. “There is nothing left for 


them to find." 

^He declared: “We are ready 
for the long term monitoring. We 
are committed to implement (it) 
with the aim of not going back to 
the prohibited activity. 

“We are committed to it 
(monitoring). This has become a 
subject of the past according to 
us," he said. “The subject is 
over.” 

Gen. Rasheed also denied Un- 
ited Nations charges that Iraq 
twice threatened to shoot down a 
U.N. helicopter trying to fly over 
one of the three inspection sices 
Monday and trained anti-aircraft 
guns on the craft. 

“There was no .threat at all. 
They (the guns) were never 
trained,” he said. 

The U.N. helicopter was 
approaching “certain security 
sensitive positions over which 
flying is forbidden in accordance 
to international norms,” he 
added. 

An accompanying Iraqi heli- 
copter notified the U.N. craft not 


to “trespass ...and keep away 
from (these positions)." 

He said the Iraqi leadership 
had issued orders for the imple- 
mentation of the U.N. Gulf war 
ceasefire Resolution 687 “in a 
positive and constructive way." 

The resolution ordered the dis- 
mantling under U.N. supervision 
of Iraq’s Scud missiles and 
weapons of mass destruction and 
long-term U.N. monitoring of its 
compliance. 

However, Gen. Rasheed said 
certain parties were trying to 
prevent the New U.S. administra- 
tion of President Bill Clinton 
from taking an objective view of 
Baghdad’s stand. 

Some U.N. inspections were 
“unjustifiable" and carried out 
“in a provocative manner and 
based on misleading informa- 
tion," he said. He urged the U.N. 
special commission dismantling 
Iraq’s weapons of mass destine* 
tion not “to yield to pressure 
foom hostile parties." 

But he insisted: “Iraqi guns 


where not trained against the 
planes of the special commission. 
They were never trained on the 
helicopters. They did not pose a 
threat to them.” 

He said the bead of the U.N. 
aerial inspection told the Iraqi 
side Sunday that “the special 
commission had no intention ...of 
approaching sites." 

But Gen. Rasheed said he had 
ordered anti-aircraft gunners de- 
fending the positions “not to free- 
ly fire on the planes even if they 
approached the sensitive sites." 

Gen. Rasheed, 54, an electro- 
nics engineer with a doctorate of 
philosophy from London Uni- 
versity. called on the U.N. to put 
an end to such inspections whose 
“purpose is to barm the Iraqi 
people and create excuses for the 
continuation of their suffering." 

He said the U.N. sent more 
than 30 inspection teams to Iraq 
in 1992. “They inspected bridges, 
canals, bakeries, meat stores, 
silos, horse fields and sports 
clubs,” he said. 


srael, Palestinians should take 
practical’ steps to peace, group says 


By Berta Gomez 

USIA Staff Writer 

WASHINGTON — Despite the 
stall in the Mideast peace pro- 
cess. Israelis and Palestinians 
should take preparatory steps to- 
wards a period of interim self- 
government in the occupied terri- 
tories. according to an American- 
Palestinian-Israeli study group 
convened by the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

Israel, in particular, needs to 
ease its control over virtually ail 
aspects of Palestinian life, and 
allow the residents of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip to rebuild 
the civic, political and financial 
institutions that have decayed 
under 25 years of occupation. 

“We felt that even during the 
negotiating period there is a lot 
that the Israeli government could 
do that would start to create a 
better atmosphere between the 
two peoples, - ' Ann Mosely 
Lesch, principle author of the 
report, told a Feb. 25 gathering 
sponsored by the Middle East 
Institute. 

Israeli authorities, for example, 
could ease travel restrictions on 
most Palestinians: hall “punitive” 
seizures of Palestinian property; 
restructure the tax code; and 
supply municipalities in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip with the 
data they need to carry out 
medium- and long-term planning 
for basic infrastructure develop- 
ment, she indicated. 

Not only would such steps im- 
prove Israeli-Falestinian rela- 
tions, but they would also en- 
hance the quality of the Palesti- 
nian institutions that will be 
essential to a successful transition 
period, she pointed out. 

Ms. Lesch, assistant director of 


the Centre for Arab and Islamic 
studies at Villanova University, 
said the report grew out of a 
two-year study That began soon 
after the Gulf war. The other 
members of the group were Jef- 
frey Boutweil. Naomi Chazan, 
Mahdi Abdul Hadi. Ruth Kilnov, 
Everett Mendelsohn. Fouad 
Moughrabi. Salim Ta man, Shib- 
ley Telhami and Mark Tessler. 

Palestinian civic life has suf- 
fered under Israeli occupation, 
and the group identified areas 
where reforms should be adopted 
quickly. Residents of the occu- 
pied territories, for example, 
should be allowed to form politic- 
al parties, labour unions and 
charities, to have a free press and 
to organise public gatherings, Ms. 
Lesch said. 

In light of continuing conflicts 
over how much power the interim 
government would have. Ms. 
Lesch said that any peace agree- 
ment should spell out the govern- 
ment's authority with great speci- 
ficity. Palestinians would want 
the interim government to be 
their sole governing authority, 
but Israel would never accept 
such an agreement, on the 
grounds that such a government 
would also be able to declare 
total independence from one day 
to the next. 

The group agreed that the 
Israeli military government ought 
to function as “a residual military 
presence that would be gradually 
phased out “over the five-year 
interim period, after which a final 
status for the territories would be 
decided, Ms. Lesch said. 

For its part, the Palestinian 
governing body would need basic 
powers, including the ability to 
formulate public policy; levy 
taxes and regulate finances; con- 


trol local security functions; and 
have “dear operational and poli- 
cy control over the areas of 
health, education — “all the vital 
services," Ms. Lesch said. Cur- 
rently. all decisions in those areas 
are made by Israeli military and 
civil officers, she pointed out. 

On the question of land during 
the interim period, Ms. Lesch 
indicated that both sides sbould 
be willing to make some com- 
promises. Israel should turn over 
the tracts of land now being used 
by the military or reserved for 
potential settlements, and the 
Palestinians should accept Israeli 
government control over Jewish 
settlements in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Ms. Lesch pointed out that the 
settlements represent “a very 
small percentage” of the land, 
and added: “I do not see die 
Israeli government ever budging 
on that ...during the interim 
period." 

On the economic from, the 
group concluded that Israelis and 
Palestinians need to cany out “a 
basic restructuring of their rela- 
tionship.” Israel, for example, 
would have to come to terms with 
the loss of its “guaranteed mar- 
ket” in Che occupied territories, 
as well as its “very low-wage 
labour pool" of Palestinians, Ms. 
Lesch said. 

In the territories, moreover, 
the group found tremendous en- 
trepreneurial energy among the 
Palestinians. “We met lots of 
people who are chafing at the bit 
to have the opportunity to estab- 
lish small industries, to improve 
agriculture,” and to expand ex- 
isting enterprises, Ms. Lesch said. 

She added that while most 
Palestinian businessmen would 


benefit from additional manage- 
ment training, “the basic entrep- 
reneurial skills are already 
there." 

She noted that in some areas, 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories have already begun the 
process of planning for the in- 
terim period. Educational experts 
have already begun to plan for a 
new “Palestinian curricula." In 
the realm of health care, new 
councils are being set up' “for a 
whole range of medical areas, 
trying to see how needs of society 
can be met during self-rule," Ms. 
Lesch said. 

Although security remains one 
of the “thorniest" issues, the 
group agreed that certain steps 
could improve the situation 
almost immediately. Israel should 
dose down its military courts and 
detention centres, release admi- 
nistrative detainees and institute 
a review process for long-term 
prisoners, Ms. Lesch said. The 
group also conduded that it 
would be “vital, very early on” to 
begin training for a new Palesti- 
nian police force and court 
system. 

Ms. Lesch' stressed that it is 
difficult to separate out any one 
issue that might hinder peace 
between the Israelis and Palesti- 
nians, because “all areas are link- 
ed and interdependent." 

The goal of the peace nego- 
tiators, Ms. Lesch said, should be 
to reach an agreement on Palesti- 
nian interim self-government that 
“would give Palestinians respon- 
sibility for their lives and futures 
and would allow Israel to relin- 
quish control (of the territories) 
while enhancing its own security 
and not jeopardising its economic 
and political well being.” 


Palestinian delegates under strain 


(Continued from page 1) 


negotiations. ."The sources, who 
insisted on anonymity, said de- 
legation leader Haidar Abdul 
Shafi opposes Mr. Husseini's 
position. 

Mr. Matki thinks the argument 
could lead to the resignation of 
Dr. Abdul Shafi, but those in the 
delegation play down the differ- 
ences. Delegate Samir Abdullah 
refers to them as “two ways of 
thought," rather than a split. 

The Palestinians have pushed 
for Israel to stop expulsions as 
well as practices such as jailing 
without charge and destroying 
homes of suspected activists, both 
used often in the five-year 
Palestinian uprising. . 

Dr. Abdul Shafi. who is Trom 
the Gaza Strip where anger at the 
expulsions is most bitter, fears 
the delegates will lose their credi- 


JOKBAN TELEVISION 

reft 7731 II- 19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

17 Rcwad'cnfanii 

17:40 LcsCIcadc Fort Boyard 

IMS News French 

jfcj5 LcJcnimaldeL'hh4oirc 

]fe3B News in Hebrew 

00 Ncwrin Arabic 

j frW Who’s the Bon 

2|. I® DiTCiimenLiry 

22^00 .! News in English 

ij.20 Sumrfl anri Stron 

PRAYER TIMES 

54.44 F»jr 

gfyOj fSunrix) Putin 

I (;48 ’ Dhuhr 

tsiftj - ’Asr 

CHURCHES 

St. Maty of Nazareth Chun* Swcifich 
of Cod Church, Tel. 

Church Td. 6345W. 

OhaiSaf the Annunciation Td. 

T^b^SaUc Church Td. 661757 


bility if they do not take a strong 
stand, sources said. 

He has accepted a compromise 
that would set a timetable for 
returning the evictees and under 
which Israel would promise no 
further expulsions. 

Israel has balked at the de- 
mand. According to reports from 
Tunis. Mr. Christopher’s com- 
promise would include only a 
statement that Israel would avoid 
using expulsions. 

Mr. Malki said he thinks the 
Palestinians will agree to return 
to the talks. 

“They are telling the Amer- 
icans we need some achievements 
to justify resumption of the talks 
to our people," he said. “Other- 
wise, tne PLO will lose much to 
Hamas." 
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Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 8 / 20 

Aqaba 15/28 

Deserts 7 / 22 

Jordan Valley 10 1 24 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 17. Aqaha 24, Humidity reading}; 
Amman 70 per cent, Aqaba 54 per 
cent. 


Washington works on compromise 


(Continued from page 1) 


urgent meeting of Arab foreign 
ministers and an Islamic mini- 
summit to discuss the “dangers” 
to the Palestinian causes and the 
Jerusalem issue. 

The Palestinian news agency 
WAFA said Mr. Arafat sent ur- 
gent messages to King Hassan of 
Morocco, chairman of the Jeru- 
salem Committee. Senegalese 
President Abdou Diouf, current 
chairman of the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference, and Arab 


League Secretary General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid. 

He called for the meetings “to 
confront the dangers which face 
the Palestinian cause and inten- 
tionally try to ignore the Jeru- 
salem issue,” WAFA said. 

“The messages... stress the fact 
that Israel retracted from the 
proposals discussed by the U.S. 
secretary of state with the Palesti- 
nian delegation during his visit to 
Jerusalem,” it added. 


Exiles bank on Syria to block talks 

(Continued from page 1) 


Mr. Christopher said on Thurs- 
day after a one-week Middle East 
tour that invitations to a new 
round of' negotiations in 
Washington in April would be 
sent to alt parties to the talks. 

After meeting Mr. Christ- 
opher, Sharaa announced an 


Arab meeting in Damascus “to 
come up with a unified Arab 
position vis-a-vis the deportations 
issue and the resumption of the 
peace talks.” 

He said all the Arab parties — 
Syria, Jordan, Lebanon and the 
Palestinians — would attend. 



The body of an nHtdeotifted Swedish tourist ties hi Croat of a coffee 
shop in Tahrir Square in downtown Cairo Friday night after an 
explosion In the cafe (AFP photo) 

Iran’s hardline 
revolutionaries 
look inwards 


By Neil MacFarqnhar 
The Associated Press 

TEHRAN — A sign at the 
reception desk of Salaam 
newspaper shows why it is a 
different kind of duly: “Dear 
brother, please hand in your 
weapons." 

The newspaper has been the 
only public voice of the Islamic 
republic's most stalwart re- 
volutionaries since President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani en- 
gineered their defeat in last 
April’s parliamentary elec- 
tions. 

But Salaam, like much of 
Iran, has gradually shifted 
gears. Gone are the strident 
slogans about punching the 
West in the face and exporting 
the revolution. Instead, the 
paper focuses on solutions for 
economic and social problems 
that many believe will be the 
test of whether the Islamic 
revolution succeeds. 

“We can’t be very optimistic 
and say it's in a hopeful situa- 
tion right now,” Abbas Abdi, ’ 
the paper’s 36-year-old editor, 
said in an interview. 

“At the start of the revolu- 
tion people had false ideals. 
They bad a vision of what 
people think will be brother- 
hood, peace in society, no de- 
ception, and this is not what 
happens, in reality we are like 
everyone else.” 

Since the election, the news- 
paper has made a crusade out 
of highlighting unimplemented 
laws as well as the daily prob- 
lems of ordinary Iranians. 

Recent articles criticised the 
tacit ban on political parties 
despite their legality under the 
constitution, the wretched ser- 
vices at Iran’s airports, and 
insufficient Iranian news 
coverage of Muslim conflicts in 
other countries, such as Afgha- 
nistan. A scathing analysis of 
the proposed budget said par- 
liament lied to balance earn- 
ings and spending. 

The newspaper said its' 
70,000 circulation puts it third 
among the city's seven dailies. . 

“It has become more social, 
less political since the election. 
When you are a political party 
and your opposition is niling 
the country, you have to find 
the weak points,” said 
Kiyoumars Saderi, editor of. 
the satiric weekly Gholaga. 


Other editors are more sar- 
castic. 

"They have caressed freely 
that we are not free,” noted 
Mohammad Sarafraz, editor of 
the mainstream Resalat daily. 

Safaam's publisher, Ho- 
jatoleslam Musavi Khoeini- 
ha, was the late Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini’s repre- 
sentative to the students who 
seized the U.S. embassy in 
1979 and held 52 Americans 
hostage for 444 days. - 

He turned down an inter- 
view request, but Mr. Abdi 
denied any direct link between 
Salaam and the revolution’s 
radical proponents. 

However, Salaam raised 
eyedrows last year by pub- 
lishing the. memoirs of- Ho- 
. jatoieslam. Sadeq Khalkhaii, 
who is known as the “banging 
judge” for the many execution 
orders he issued and who brag- 
ged about personally killing 
one of the Shah’s prune- minis; 
tens, Abbas Hoveida. 

“No. one but Salaam would 
publish K-halkhali. Why 
shouldn’t we?” Mr. Abdi said. 

But be was quick to disclaim 
any connection with the writ- 
ing. “It had some disadvan- 
tages because it was exagger- 
ated, it was too emotional and 
too sentimental,” the editor 
said. 

He said Hojatoleslam Khal- 
khali does not visit the paper, 
nor do other leading radicals 
who have dropped from public 
view mdudmg Mehdi Karnibi, 
the former parliament speaker, 
and Ali Akbar Mohtashemi, 
former interior minister and 
mentor to Lebanon's militant 
Shiite groups. 

Chances of a political com- 
eback were distant, be said. 

“It depends on whether they 
have new thoughts and new 
ideas but I highly doubt it. 
They don’t feel like coming 
into politics,” Mr. Abdi said. 

The group retains a powerful 
following among mid-level 
bureaucrats they put in the 
government during the late 
1980s. They have been able to 
.stall the privatisation cam- 
paign, for example. 

But even among the most 
ardent supporters of the re- 
volution, like the Baseej 
volunteers who vow to die for 
Islam, calls for exporting the 
revolution get little echo. 
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Bomb explodes in Cairo 
coffee-shop; four killed 


CAIRO (R) — An explosion that 
ripped through a crowded coffee 
shop in central Cairo Friday night 
and killed four people, including 
two foreigners, was caused by a 
bomb, security sources said 
Saturday. 

They said the device had been 
made out of TNT packed in a 
bottle which had tfren been wrap- 
ped in a leather jacket to disguise 
it. 

It was the most serious extrem- 
ist attack, in Cairo for many 
years. There was no immediate 
indication of who might have 
been responsible, although secur- 
ity sources said police had picked 
up 36 people for questioning. 

Muslim' militants fighting to 
turn Egypt into a purist Islamic 
state have shot at tourist buses in 
the southern Nile valley and 
thrown small explosive devices at 
buses in Cairo. 

The main militant organisa- 
tion, Al Gama’a Al Islamiya 
(Islamic Group) has warned fore- 
igners to stay out away from the 
capital and parts of Upper Egypt 
to avoid being caught in violence. 

But Friday's attack involved a 
much larger bomb than the mili- 
tants have used previously and 
the target was not purely foreign. 

The traditional coffee ' shop, 
which looks across central Cairo's 
main square to the Egyptian 
museum, Hilton Hotel and Fore- 
ign Ministry, was popular with 
young foreigners. But most of the 
customers were Egyptians. 

Police and hospital sources said 
20 people had been injured: 12 
Egyptians, two Americans, two 
Somalis, a Canadian, a Saudi, a 
Turk and a Frenchman. 

The state-owned newspaper Al 
Gomhuria quoted Cairo’s police 
chief, General Rida Abdul Aziz, 
as saying initial investigations 
showed die bomb had been a 
home-made device “of the type 
used by terrorists.” 

The newspaper quoted a secur- 
ity source assaying the fuse of the 


bomb had been found in the 
debris. 

The blast tore through the cof- 
fee shop at about 9 p m. local 
time (1900 GMT), a peak time 
about three hours after Muslims 
ended the Ramadan fast. 

Throughout Ramadan. Cairo 
shops stay open until well after 
midnight and streets arc 

crowded. 

After the Mast, torn shoes and 
ripped clothing were strewn on 
the street outside the wrecked 
coffee shop and bloodstained 
newspapers lay on the pavement. 
Shattered glass, twisted metal, 
broken chairs and coffee cups 
littered the floor. 

Witnesses said the intensity of 
the blast threw customers and 
chairs from the coffee shop omo 
the street. Some passereby bad 
been wounded by flying glass and 
pieces of metal. 

“It was a big explosion. The 
whole building was shaking. Peo- 
ple at the coffee shop were co- 
vered with blood and screaming 
for help. We immediately caUed 
ambulances.” said Fikri Moham- 
mad Mosallem. a guard at a 
nearby building. 

“The sight of the wounded 
people was horrific. Two were 
mutilated. They died here before 
reaching the hospital,” said 
Abdul Karim Al Radi, who lives 
in the building housing the coffee 
shop. 

Al Gama’a A) blamivas most 
serious attacks on foreigners were 
two bus ambushes last year, in 
the first, a British woman was 
shot dead and two other Britons 
were injured. In the second, fire 
Germans were hurt. 

The violence has bad a devas- 
tating effect on Egypt’s vital urnr- 
ism industry. Tourism Miinster 
Fooad Sultan estimated that re- 
venues are down by 20 per cem, 
around $60 to $70 million each 
month, compared with the same 
period last year. 


New Cyprus government 
seen pursuing U.N. talks 


NICOSIA fR) — Cyprus Presi- 
dent-elect Giafcos Cterides has 
appointed a trusted lieutenant as 
foreign minister and diplomats 
predict a moderate approach in 
efforts to end the island’s divi- 
sion. 

Mr. derides, who named his 
11 -member cabinet late Thursday 
night, gave five posts to the hard- 
line Democratic Party. 

The party’s support in the 
second round of the presidential 
elections, held only in the mter- 
nationally recognised southern 
. two-thirds of the island, gave him 
a narrow majority' over incum- 
bent George VassOon. 

But Mr. derides picked two 
senior officials from his own 
right-wing Democratic Rally par- 
ty for the posts of foreign 'affairs 
and finance. 

New Foreign Minister AJecos 
Mich ae tides, a former speaker of 
the bouse of representatives, is 
seen as a moderate who favours 
U.N .-sponsored talks with Tur- 
kish Cypriots and says he would 
seek greater involvement of the 
European Community (EC) in 
the negotiating process. 

“We think he is an extremely 
good choke,” one Western diplo- 
mat toW Reuters. “He will pre- 
sent- a good image of Cyprus.” 

U.N.-sponsored talks between 
Greek and Turfcisb-Cypriots over 
the future of the island, divided 
since Turkish troops occupied its 
northern third in 1974, reached 
deadlock in November. 

The two rides are discussing a 
draft plan drawn up by U.N. 
Secretaty-General Boutros Ghali 
to reunite Cyprus as a bi zonal, 
bi-communai federation. 

Mr. Derides, who will be 
sworn in Sunday, says fun- 
damental aspects of the plan are 
unacceptable and that he will 
seek disengagement from its 
negative points. He has said he 
would be willing to resume nego- 
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nations in April. 

Turkish Cypriot leader Rarf 
Denktash said Monday he would 
stay away if the objective was to 
compel his community to make 
peace with Greek Cypriots oo 
unacceptable terms. 

Mr/ Denktash heads a break- 
away state proclaimed in J9C 
and recognised only by Turkey, 
which keeps 30.000 soldiers 
there. 

Mr. Michaelides. a successes! 
businessman with close links to 
the powerful Greek Orthodox 
Church, said Friday negotiations 
should be conducted within a 
framework which would lead to a 
viable settlement. 

“Dialogue is an acceptable pro- 
cedure but what defines the hand- 
ling of the Cyprus issue is die 
target, that is a settlement which 
will be viable and a state which 
will be able to fiinctiort.*' he was 
quoted as saying. 

The 60-year-old U.S.-educated 
Michaelides added that bis fin* 
priority as foreign minister would 
be to seek greater involvement of 
the EC in the U.N. process. 

The new Clerides government 
has pledged to pursue efforts to 
take the island into the EC more 
vigorously. 

The appointment of Pheadros 
Economides, a committed free- 
marketeer, as finance minister 
should please the island’s busi- 
ness community. 

Analysts said Mr. Economides, 
a former chairman of the em- 
ployers and industrialists federa- 
tion, b expected to push for 
greater liberalisation and would 
pursue efforts to prepare the eco- 
nomy for EC membership. 

The new cabinet includes 
Qairi c Angelidou, a headmis- 
tress turned member of pariia- 1 
meat, the first woman to be 
appointed minister in more than 
20 years. 
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^iRoyal Decree approves 
r Security law amendment 


■^iMMAN (J.T.) — A Royal De- 
i-jj. rte -was issued Saturday approv- 
/s r amendment to the State 
-’♦if 1 ;.£cflrity Court Law and stating 
r ) itW the amendment would go 
«io effect by March 1, after it has 
s'* published in the Official 


-!<•. . jflTCUO. 

« - - * i -pfee amendment, approved by 
-Houses of Parliament, 
jgo«i convicted persons by the 
-vf ' ^ t^Secarity Court to appeal the 

- 7 *«! b/onfc 1 w*ddn 30 days of the date 

7 ’^ i*rf *e riding. 

. >n: 0* flic right to such appeal had 
•' ' : V >fit oee<rf the key demands by 
'^oSuian political activists, as 
r Arab and international 
> human rigjto organisations, who 
4. it as an essential component 
r '~* - D f a jufidary system which en- 
' <VWs the right to a fair trial. 

' “ ■ AcrisdfoS to the law, die State 
^Security Court examines those 
'■‘i ^-{ssnes^alatnd to sate security — 

- • t ^ extenrisy and internally — and 

connected with the secur- 

- of Jordanian citizens and the 
..^protectiog of thei r social and 

r ea»oiiric interests. 

yjje amendment makes it 
£ - ?' '’ oblia^oiy to refer to the Court of 
:,- 4 4 ^Cassation death penalty or 10- 
. -7 year tapriscminent sentences. 

' ■ ■*« The rufin8 of the Court of 

1 V 


Cassation, over which five judges 
preside, is considered final 
according to law. 

Another Royal Decree issued 
Saturday approved a Council of 
Ministers decision that Jordan 
establish diplomatic relations 
with five Islamic republics of the 
former Soviet Union; Uzbekis- 
tan, Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan, 
Kyrgyzstan and Tajelcistan. 

A Jordanian delegation recent- 
ly toured five republics and 
signed initial agreements for the 
establishment of diplomatic ties 
with each republic.' 

A third Royal Decree 
/ed a Council of Ministers 
taken last May on the 
exchange Of diplomatic envoys 
with the Republic of Kazakhs- 
tan. The Jordanian Ambassador 
residing in Kazakhstan will- be 
the non-resident ambassador to 
Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan. 

A fourth Royal Decree 
approved a Council of Ministers 
decision to appoint Jordan’s 
ambassador to Pakistan as a non- 
resident ambassador to Tajelds- 
tan and the ambassador serving in 
Turkey as non-resident ambassa- 
dor to Azerbaijan and Turk- 
menistan. 


' * ?„f 

7 :< - 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King receives congratulatory cable from Senegal 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Saturday received 
a cable from Senegalese President Abdou Diouf congratulating 
hipi on the start of the Holy Month of Ramadan. President Diouf 
wished King Hussein a continued good health and happiness and 
the Jordanian people progress and prosperity. 

Princess Basina visits scouts, guides in Balqa 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Basina 
S atur day visited the boy scoots and girl guides centres in Balqa 
Governmate where she inspected the activities of die Third 
Annual Charity Campaign carried out by the Queen Alia Jordan 
Social Welfare Fund (QAF) during the Holy Month of Ramadan. 
A total of 1,500 boy scouts and girl guides from these centres are 
ng in the campaign by gathering citizens' contributions 
various parts of the govemorate. 

Cabinet approves six new courts 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet Saturday approved the estab- 
lishment of six new courts in various parts of the Kingdom. A first 
instance court will be established in Ajlotm district and five peace 
courts irill be established in A1 Husseiniyeh sub-district. Ayy 
district Eh AI Karak Govemorate, D hi ban near Madaba, Ain AJ 
Basba in Ai Balqa Govemorate and Al Ruweished district in AI 
Mafraq Govemorate. 

House takes up temporary education law 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament Sunday will 
resume discussion of the Temporary Education Law No. 27 for 
1988. The House will also refer the 1990 economic crimes draft 
bw, which was rejected by the Senate, to its Judiciary Commit- 
tee. 

Wldad Kawar receives medal 

r 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of Tourism and Antiquities Yanal 
Hflanat Saturday presented Widad Kawar AI Istiklal Medal of the 
Third Order which was recently conferred on her by His Majesty 

— King Hussein in recognition of her efforts in Jordanian folkloric 

— research and support for the activities of the Ministry of Tourism. 
-- Mrs. Kawar participated with the Ministry of Tourism in 

•' displaying her large collection of traditional Jordanian and 
■ Palestinian costumes in several countries, including Japan, 
Germany, France and Britain. 

Ministry to set up group to protect ozone layer 

" " * 

/ AMMAN ' (Petra) — The Environment Department at the 
Ministry of Rural and Municipal Affairs and the Environment will 
establish a national committee to protect the ozone layer. 
- : Department Director Saleh Al Shares said. Dr. Shares said die 
ministry has already set up an executive committee to supervise 
- and follow-up plans and projects aiming to combat the use of 
ozone-depleting materials. He said that a team from the World 
Bank concluded a visit to Jordan Friday after holding talks with 
Jordanian officials on the use of substitutes for ozone-depleting 
materials. Dr. Shares said the delegation has reviewed Jordan's 
. national plans in this regard. 

; - Al Koura wins health award 

- ' DEIR ABEE SAEED (Petra) — Al Koura Health Department 
received Saturday a prize from the Ministry of Health after it won 

— first place among other departments in the Kingdom for services it 

offers to mothers and children. Director of the Health Depart- 
ment Jamal Al Sharman voiced his hope that the prize will be an 
incentive for employees at the department to develop their 
performance. 

5 killed In road accidents 

AMMAN (Petra) — Five people were killed and 174 othes 
injured in 395 car accidents in various parts of Jordan during the 
third week of February, the Traffic Department announced. The 
department said the number of accidents during this week 
. dropped by 31 compared to the week before. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


4 V* tettogs *re compiled from monthly bulletins and 

?J&- Arabic press. Readers are advised to verit 


tone and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ 


verify the listed 


tow Arab artists from the United 

Sales — Ghada Jamal , Helen Khat, Suha Notnti and Afef 
Zvayfc — at tiie Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation Gallery 
in Jatad Amman, between the First and Second Circfcs (10 
a.m.- 4 p.m.) 


Bobrina Art GaBory. 

* E xMMt fa a of p ainting s by Iraqi artists Mohammad Frmfi and 
. Jaber Mqfad at Alia Art Gallery. 

MUSICAL THEATRE 

f Musical entitled “Maine” at fee American Centre at 2 p — 


Government to update 
study on poverty 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The govern- 
ment plans to conduct a study to 
determine the number of families 
living at or below the poverty 
line, based on statistics collected 
to tiie end of 1992. 

An official statement Saturday 
said Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker approved the com- 
position of a committee charged 
with conducting the study. 

The statement said socio- 
economic conditions and geog- 
raphic dimensions will be taken 
into consideration. 

The committee, to be chaired 
by Ministry of Social Develop- 
ment Secretary General, Moham- 
mad Sqour, groups representa- 
tives of the Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ), the Department of 
Statistics, the Ministry of Plan- 
ning, the Ministry of Social De- 
velopment, tire Audit Bureau and 
the Ministry of Labour- 

The survey wiO be the first 
since 1991 when the Ministry of 
Social Development revealed 
that at least 20,000 families in 
Jordan lived in absolute poverty. 

The 1991 study confirmed an 
earlier survey conducted by the 
Amman office of the United Na- 
tions Children's Fund (UNICEF) 
which found that no less than 33 
per cent of Jordanians lived be- 
low the poverty line. 

The statement Saturday said 
the committee will depend on 
surveys conducted on employ- 
ment, unemployment, the num- 
ber of returning Jordanian ex- 
patriates from the Gulf in the last 
three years, die 1991 Ministry of 
Social Development survey, the 


average expenditure of Jordanian 
households in 1992, as carried out 
by fee Department of Statistics, 
in addition to other sources and 
data. 

According to the statement, 
the committee will finish the 
study within a month. 

The 1991 Ministry of Social 
Development study concluded 
that families wife a maximum 
income of JD70 per month were 
considered below -the poverty Eue. It 
said also that the average family 
in Jordan spends JD135 per 
month. 

The study classified those fami- 
lies with a maximum income of 
JD50 per month as living in abso- 
lute poverty. 

Meanwhile, Dr. Sqour said in a 
statement Saturday that the 
Ministry of Social Development 
was determined to help needy 
families in all parts of fee coun- 
try. 

Departments affiliated to the 
ministry in the governorates are 
involved in an aid distribution 
programme to fee needy, started 
10 days before the beginning of 
the Holy Month of Ramadan. 

The ministry's departments, 
will be distributing sugar, rice and 
do thing to 2,000 needy families 
in the Jordan Valley soon. Dr. 
Sqour said. 

In addition, he said, charitable 
organisations operating in Jordan 
have allocated financial and in- 
kind* assistance during Ramadan 
in implementation of a charity 
programme spearheaded by the 
Queen Alia Jordan Social Wel- 
fare Fund (QAF). 


New English School students, 
parents protest fee hikes 


By Ronfon Nahhas and 
Sa’eda KMnni 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A decision by one of 
Amman’s leading private schools 
to raise tuition fees and trans- 
portation charges has drawn 
strong protests from parents and 
students as well as some of the 
teachers. 

About 800 students of the New 
English School (NES) stayed 
away from class for two bouts 
Saturday morning, the first work- 
ing day after the school issued a 
circular announcing a 35 to 50 per 
cent increase in tuition fees for all 
grades, including kindergarten. 
School bus charges were also 
raised from JD180 to JD280 per 
year. 

Over 250 parents — mostly 
from middle class families — 
converged on the school Saturday 
morning to protest the hikes and 
meet with school officials, but no 
decision to settle the dispute 
could be reached in the absence 
of NES Chairman of the Board, 
Sa'eed Al Turk, effectively the 
owner of the school. 

A meeting between fee admi- 
nistration and parents was sche-. 
doled for next Saturday. In fee 
meantime, fee protesting pa- 
rents, meeting made one of the 
halls of fee school, decided not to 
pay the third quarter fee for this 
year or registration deposits for 
next year until .fee dispute is 
resolved. 

■ Nigel Melen, principal of the 
school, addressed the parents in 
fee packed room, raying that he 
was “ashamed” that the students 


boycotted classes. 

He called on the parents to 
“keep the administrative issue 
and education separate from each 
other.” 

But parents said they had not 
asked* their children to stay away 
from class, and that it appeared 
that secondary school student 
leaden had taken the initiative 
themselves. 

Most parents were visibly 
angry and upset. “We have the 
right to keep our children in this 
school.” said one of the parents. 
“It is not easy to change schools 
after a student has studied at a 
particular school for some years.” 

Many of the parents agreed 
feat NES which started wife a 
good reputation a few years ago, 
continues to maintain its educa- 
tional standards. But they 
claimed that it was now being 
handled as a commercial enter- 
prise rather than an educational 
institution. 

Her Royal Highness Princess 
Alia, the school’s Honorary Pres- 
ident, raid she was upset with the 
increase in fees and transport 
charges and described it as a 
“regretful matter." 

Princess Alia said she was dis- 
satisfied with the level of coor- 
dination between the administra- 
tion and parents over the past 
three years. 

She said she was willing to 
mediate the dispute. 

“I am willing to meet wife the 
parents and discuss the possible 
ways to counteract this move,” 
she said. “Fees should be reason- 
able. and fee administration's 


objectives should bypass the com- 
mercial ones. 

According to parents, the 
school, with a current enrolment 
of about 2.000 students, in- 
creased fees by 25 per cent last 
year, offering expansion prog- 
rammes. increasing expenses and 
maintenance costs as justifica- 
tions for the hike. 

Wife the increases announced 
last week, parents say they would 
have to pay almost double the 
amount of fees they used to pay 
for their children two years ago. 

Fees for kindergarten students 
were raised from JD 575 to 
JD 675 per year; grades one to 
six, from JD 710 to JD 950; 
grades seven to nine, from 
JD 830 to JD 1,200; grade 10. 
from JD 940 to JD 1.450; grades 
11 and 12 (Tawjihi). from 
JD 1,000 to JD 1.600; grade 11. 
(IGCSE).from JD 1,065 to 
JD 1,800; and grade 12 and 13 
A-level, from JD.2000 to 
JD 2.600. 

“We are not interested in 
swimming pools or other facili- 
ties.*’ said a parent who has four 
children at fee school. “I can 
barely pay their fees now. How 
am I supposed to manage in the 
coming years?” 

Some of fee NES teachers who 
send their own children to the 
same school said they were also 
dismayed by the increases. They 
met privately to discuss the issue 
and derided to submit a formal 
request to fee owner of fee school 
seeking exemption from fee in- 
crease. 

Several parents claim feat the 
successive fee increases are 


directly linked to !he ch 
fee schools fMnapn,e M . g NE J 
was co-owned by Mr. Turk and a 
Kuwaiti national until Ihe Gu t 
crisis, when fee Kuwaiti co-owncr 
decided to quit and Mr. Turk. a 
businessman, became sq[ c 
owner. 

The government is unable t 0 

intervene in the dispute at th c 
NES in the absence of any legi s i a . 
tion which gives it authonty in the 
financial aspects of private 
schools. 

“The government can only in- 
tervene in particular matter such 
as textbooks, vacations and 
licensing of private schools 
according to the authorities 
granted by the law," said Dr. 
Munfeer Al Masri. Secretary- 
General of fee Ministry of Educa- 
tion. 

"It cannot intervene in private 
schools’ administration or 
teachers’ salaries, students* fees 
or extra expenses,” he told fee 
Jordan Times. 

He said fee ministry had taken 
note of Saturday's protest action 
at fee NES, but it could do 
nothing beyond feat. At the same 
time, he said, such actions might 
eventually lead the authorities to 
have a new look at private 
schools in the Kingdom. 

“If the parents submitted a 
formal demand for the govern- 
ment to intervene, we would try 
our best to make a compromise 
between both sides." Dr. Al Mas- 
ri said. 

“At this point in time, howev- 
er, we don’t have any authority to 
impose any taw on them.” 


Engineers 
protest 
a firing 

By Oddi Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Hundreds of Jorda- 
nian engineers Saturday staged a 
sit-in at the professional Associa- 
tion complex in Amman in pro- 
test of fee dismissal from office of 
a veteran employee for political 
reasons. 

Last Thursday, hundreds of 
engineers held another sit-in at 
die association's branch in Salt 
also to protest the sacking of 
Saeed Qammouh who had saved 
as public relations officer at the 
Jordanian Engineers Association 
(JEA) and chairman of engineer- 
ing committee for 14 years. 

The dismissal decision was 
taken by the JEA board, whose 
members belong to the Muslim 
Brotherhood movement. 

When the present board won 
fee JEA elections in February 
1992, under “the White Bloc” 
slogan, its members announced 
feat no one at fee association will 
lose his job for political reasons. 

Board Chairman and JEA 
President Hosni Abo Gheida said 
honrs after the resalts were 
announced that the White Bloc’s 
hearts were white and that no one 
would ever be dismissed for his 
political ideas or affiliation. 

The dismissal of Mr. Qant- 
mouh took place last Thursday 
and it is maintained by some feat 
scores of others are on the dismis- 
sal list. 

Those to be dismissed, accord- 
ing to association sources, hold 
ideas contrary to those held by 
the board members. 

The protestors in Salt and Am- 
man said the dismissals were con- 
trary to fee spirit of the JEA and 
a dangerous precedent, which 
conflicts with the engineers role 
as defender of public freedoms. 

Lower House of Parliament 
speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat 
told the Jordan Times that he had 
learned of the problem and plans 
to contact the JEA board and the 
JEA president to reach a solu- 
tion. 


Anti-smoking group battles French radio ads 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A campaign laun- 
ched by Jordan's Anti-Smoking 
Society against Radio Monte Car- 
lo advertisements of cigarettes 
appears, to be getting nowhere, 
with the Minister of Information 
pleading helplessness to address 
the oom plaint against the French 
station whose Arabic-language 
transmissions are widely beard m 
the Arab World. 

The issue steins from what the 
society sees as a clear infringe- 
ment of an international code of 
conduct for broadcasting com- 
panies against promoting 
cigarettes. 

“It is high time the authorities 
moved to prevent Radio Monte 
Carlo broadcasting advertise- 
ments of cigarettes and offering 
incentives and bonuses to smok- 
ers,” said Zuhair Malbas, presi- 
dent of the Anti-Smoking Sorie- 
ty- 

Dr. Malhas, a former Minister 
of Health, noted that very few 


radio and television stations 
around the world carry advertise- 
ments of cigarettes as national 
and international acknowledge- 
ments of the dangers inherent in 
smoking. 

Many countries have adopted 
legislation against radio and tele- 
vision promotions for cigarettes, 
and even in those countries which 
do not have such laws the broad- 
casting authorities exercise dis- 
cretion, Dr. Malhas said. 

“In Japan, television and radio 
stations carry cigarette advertis- 
ments only after 10 p.m.,** be 
noted. 

In the case of Radio Monte 
Carlo, the Arabic-language 
advertisements also represent a 
“clear discrimination,** Dr. 
Malhas said. 

“There are no such advertise- 
ments in the French-language 
transmission of Radio Monte 
Carlo since they are not permit- 
ted,” he said. “Isn’t it a double 
standard that the French see 
cigarette advertisements are not 
good for the French public but 


are good enough for the Arabs?” 
Dr. Malhas said he had written 
to the Minister of Information 
appealing for intervention with 
the director of Radio Monte Car- 
lo, Jacques Taquet. who visited 
Jordan last year. But fee minis- 
ter. Mahmoud Al Sharif, said he 
was unaware of any such 
approach. 

In any event, Mr. Sharif said, 
“What authority do I have on a 
French radio station operating 
out of French territory.” 

Dr. Malhas agreed, but 
asserted that “we have fee moral 
authority to appeal and seek an 
end to a practice which is clearly 
discriminatory.” 

The former health minister said 
he had sent an appeal to Mr. 
Sharif during fee visit of Mr. 
Taquet. who was received by the 
minister. 

“I was appealing only on moral 
grounds,” he said. “The director 
of the radio was here in Jordan 
and we could have had informed 
him of our concerns.” 

“Even now it is not too late,” 


he said. “The minister could still 
write (Mr. Taquet) informing him 
of the appeal 

Randa Habib, Radio Monte 
Carlo correspondent in Jordan, 
said she had received a copy of 
the appeal from the society and 
feat it was shown to Mr. Taquet. 

Ms. Habib did not say how Mr. 
Taquet responded. But she noted 
feat “advertisements in general 
are a major part of the radio’s 
revenues.” 

According to Ms. Habib, 
tobacco advertisements have re- 
latively gone down on Radio 
Monte Girio. “They now repre- 
sent only a small part of the 
radio's income,” she said. 

The French government has a 
controlling interest in Radio 
Monte Carlo through a state- 
owned agency which in turn owns 
majority shares of fee broadcast- 
ing company. 

The French embassy in Am- 
man, however, argues feat the 
Paris government does -not exer- 
cise authority over fee radio sta- 
tion, Dr. Malha^ said. 


In essence, the Arabic lan- 
guage advertisements of 
cigarettes carried by the French 
station are pan of a bigger pat- 
tern of Western behavour vis-a- 
vis the Arab World. 

No advertisements for tobacco 
products appear in the European 
and American editions of most 
newspapers and magazines, while 
Middle Eastern editions do carry 
them. 

Arab apathy is part of the 
continuing phenomenon. Dr. 
Malhas said. 

Dr. Malhas said that during his 
tenure as health minister of Jor- 
dan in fee mid- and late 1980s he 
had presented the Radio Monte 
Carlo case to the Council of Arab 
Health Ministers with a recom- 
mendation that Arab govern- 
ments and officials adopt a no- 
cooperation approach towards 
fee radio until the issue was 
resolved. 

“Obviously they (other mem- 
bers of the council) had their own 
approaches and reasons, and no- 
thing was done.” he said. 


Mutahto honour Saladin 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Mutah Uni- 
versity will hold celebrations this 
week marking the 800th 
anniversary of the death of Mus- 
lim leader Saladin who was born 
in Iraq 1137 A.D. and died tn 
1193 in Damascus. 

Mutah University President 
Mohammad Adnan AI Bakhit 
said that His Majesty King Hus- 
sein has directed him to arrange 
celebrations designed to honour 
the great leader who had united 
Muslims in Bilad Al Shaam and 
Egypt against the Crusaders* 
onslaught on the Arab Nation 
and Palestine. 

According to Dr. Bakhit, 
Mutah University is coordinating 
programmes with other universi- 
ties and official and private orga- 
nisations, as well as with the 
Jordan Academy of Arabic, com- 
munity colleges, the Association 
of Arab Universities, fee media, 
professional and labour onions 
and municipal and village coun- 
cils, to celebrate fee anniversary 


through seminars, lectures and 
other functions. 

He said a series of seminars 
and panel discussions will be 
broadcast on Jordan Television 
and activities will be conducted in 
schools, highlighting the life and 
feats of Saladin. 

Among the functions. Dr. 
Bakhit added, will be military, art 
and book exhibitions in Mutah 
and other areas. 

Dr. Bakhit said the celebra- 
tions of this anniversary fail at a 
time when the Arab and Islamic 
nations are faring challenges and 
dangers similar to those raced by 
Saladin and bis men 800 years ago 
when fee Islamic nation stood 
firm in fee face of aggression and 
united its forces in fee course of 
liberating fee holy lands. 
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NEW IN AMMAN 
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AL-RABIYA 
Furnished Apartments 


NEWLY FURNISHED APARTMENTS IN ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 
RESIDENT AREAS OF AMMAN WITHIN A WALKING DISTANCE TO 
SHOPPING AREAS . 

FULL HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES . 

BUSINESS SER11CES . 

DAILY , WEEKLY . ANNUA VL , LEASES . 


FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS . 
TH- : 682812 - 682838 FAX : 882838 AMMAN - JORDAN 


Industrialists to probe 
German trade prospects 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


He said the delegation will be 
looking for partners in fee Ger- 


AMMAN _ A 10-member busi- 

exporting German products to 
Jordanian markets and barter 


ness delegation representing the 

Jordanian Trade Association 


flTA* joraanian marscis ana 

market for export-import and The visit is in line wife the JTA 
trade opportunities, according to plans for opening new markets 
JTA Executive Director Halim for Jordanian products abroad 
Abu Rahmeh. and will be similar to visits JTA 

Mr. Abu Rahmeh told fee Jor- .members made in the past two 
dan Times feat in fee week-long yearn to Russia, Austria and 
visit, scheduled for March, fee Lebanon, as well as Sudan where 


Jordanian team will discuss joint 
ventures with potential firms in 
eastern as well as western parts of 
Germany and will contact impor- 
ters and exporters in the German 
market. 

According to Mr. Abu 
Rahmeh, fee delegation wfll visit 
Frankfurt, Bremen, Hamburg 
and Berlin where they will also 
hold meetings wife officials from 
fee public sector. 


the JTA opened a “representa- 
tive office” last November, Mr. 
Abu Rahmeh said. 

He added that fee Sudan office 
deals directly with Jordanian 
merchants outside the framework 
of the Jordanian-Sudanese trade 
protocol. 

Before the end of the year, the 
JTA wfll make similar visits to 
Poland and Bulgaria for trade 
talks. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 
THE CENTRAL BANK OF JORDAN 

RE: New coins in circulation 

As of the 1st of March 1993, the Central Bank of Jordan will put into circulation new coins of the 
denominations (10 piastres), (5 piastres) and (2V& piastres), in conformity with the law of the Central 
Bank of Jordan and the Bylaw of the Issuance of Jordanian Currency No. (28) year 1992. 

The new coins will circulate alongside the existing coins and both shall simultaneously remain in 
circulation as legal tender. 

SPECIFICATIONS:- 


Denomination 

10 Piastres 
5 Piastres 
2.5 Piastres 


Alloy 

(Nickel Bonded Steel) 
(Nickel Bonded Steel) 
(Nickel Bonded Steel) 


Diameter 

28 mm 
26 mm 
22mm 


Thickness 

Weight 

Shape 

Edge 

1,5 mm 

7 gm 

Round 

Serrated 

1,3 mm 

5gm 

Round 

Serrated 

1.1 mm 

3gm 

Round 

Serrated 


The obverse of the new coins bear a new Effigy of His Majesty King Hussein encircled by the two 
phrases "Hussein Bin Talal”, “The Kipg of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan", in Arabic. 

The reverse incorporates the phrase "The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan" in English, the date of 
issue, the denomination in writing and figure in Arabic and in writing only in English. 




Opinion & Analysis 


JORDAN 


TIMES. SUNDAY, FEB» larV ^ j?* 3 



- Jordan Times 


U(j3fl 


p°**ed itt; pubfcfacd ■ E«&* by Ac Junta taa F-wdtfta. 
Embbhed 1975 

^JO if- %jJ fSJU >mS 4&m t iiJ j i- <■%* Vut >fb MM’ 


of (lie Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD al kayed 

Dfrwtor General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 
MhNMhM 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

Wwrsttf Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones : 667171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 661242 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 

Free up the economy 
to gain self-reliance 

THERE IS no doubt that crime in Jordan is rising. 
And there should be no denial that tbe increase in 
crime, especially theft, is directly related to unemploy- 
ment and poverty. Therefore, tbe directives Issued by 
the (Mime minister Saturday to conduct a study on 
poverty and utariute poverty are both appropriate and 
timely. 

However, we cannot but note that two studies on the 
issue have been conducted in tbe past three years: One 
by the United Nations Children’s Fond (UNICEF) and 
the other by the Ministry of Social Development. We 
are hopeful that the new committee f ormed to study 
the issue of poverty would fall back on those two 
studies and present its finding s in one month as 
demanded by the prime minister. 

Still, one cannot faO to conclude, as many econom- 
ists and sociologists have, that poverty is not only 
directly related to unemployment, bat also to the low 
level of investment resulting from the drying up of 
Arab aid that nourished the economy in the 1970s. It 
had been hoped that the authorities responsible for 
planning economic activity In the country would have 
adopted bolder policies in freeing tbe economy from 
state control, regulation and intervention. 

Three facts must be stated here. First, past econo- 
mic manage me nt, mostly based on government spend- 
ing, bungled the economy, turned it into a semi- 
socialist one and plunged tbe country into deep 
indebtedness. Second, the present financial and econo- 
mic administration Has performed a magnificent feat 
by averting an economic disaster through sound 
monetary policies. And third, tbe IMF adjustment 
programme has so far been applied in a manner that is 
effective and humane. 

Yet, for economic activity to pick up, the state needs 
to, one, disengage as soon as possibfe from economic 
activity and, two, liberalise laws and regulations 
pertaining thereto. It is, of coarse, fully justified to 
move with utmost caution on those two fronts. A 
complete torn from socialist-oriented policies to a 
liberalised, free market economy would cause a great 
deal of hardship and even chaos. However, a continua- 
tion of the old trend, like the opening of new branches 
for the consumer societies, will only aggravate the 
problem and prolong the quest for a solution. 

Concepts Kike decentralisation, community activa- 
tion and people's involvement that are cornerstones in 
the development of a democratic society cannot be 
fulfilled if tiie government continues to be tbe provider 
of all services from the provision of water and 
electricity to tbe guarantee of jobs and cheap food. 

If Joirdan in tbe new era is to be self-reliant. It 
follows that Jordanians themselves should be self- 
reliant. Yet people cannot be self-dependent if tbe state 
insists on controlling people’s activity. Sure enough, if 
the country could liberalise its politics it should not be 
diffic ult to liberalise its economy. 

" ARABIC PRESS CQBMMEOTARBES 

DURING his slay in the occupied territories and in his talks with 
the Israeli leaders, U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher 
avoided any mention of Security Council Resolution 799, let 
alone the possibility of forcing Israel to abide by it, said Al Ra’I 
Arabic daily Saturday. The paper said that in his press conference 
with the Israeli Prime Minister, Mr. Christopher said that the 
Israeli government was taking measures that are in its own 
interest, serving its own policies. With this statement, said the 
paper, the U.S. secretary of state is openly and frankly dedaring 
that the expulsion of the 416 Palestinians from their homeland 
was in the interest of the Jewish state, and that nothing can be 
.done by the United Nations to harm that interest. During his talks 
with his Russian counterpart, Mr. Christopher also avoided any 
mention of Resolution 799, and the meeting was totally dedicated 
to discussing when to resume the peace process, the paper said. 
None 'of the two ministers dared mention the fact that the Israeli 
decision of expelling the Palestinians stood as a major obstacle in 
the path of resuming the peace process, the paper added. It is true 
that the Arab parties yearn for peace and for serious negotiations 
with the Israelis to achieve that goal, but it seems that the United 
States is determined to encourage the Israelis not to reach a 
genuine peace with the Arabs, continuing to provide cover for 
their atrocities and protecting them against sanctions by the world 
community, the paper continued. 

Al Dustour daily said that though the resumption of the peace 
process constitutes a positive step on the way of achieving peace 
m the Middle East, the call issued by Moscow and Washington for 
the Arabs to go to the negotiating table was like placing the car 
before die horse. This is amply because no peace can be achieved 
without the implementation of U.N. Resolution 799 to end the 
plight of the Palestinian expellees, the paper said. The call for the 
resumption of negotiations, the paper said, was a form of pressure 
on the Palestinians and the Israelis to get out of this complicated 
problem between now and the April, the date for resuming the 
peace process. It said that Washington’s four-point plan to resolve 
the expellee question has been rejected by Israel, probably 
because the plan could have been interpreted by the Israeli- 
leaders as an active part by Washington, paving the ground for 
playing the role of partner in the peace process, Israel’s rejection 
of the 'plan was an embodiment of the Israeli policies which are 
oriented against peace and a refusal of the American proposal to 
play the role of partner in the peace process, the paper said. We 
believe that Washington’s pressure on die Palestinians without 
Corwin? any pressure on the Israelis is bound to weaken the 
American position, said the paper. 


Sunday's Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Al Fanek 
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Salaries: Up in Jordan, down in America. 

^ - »L. mryflfl 


WHEN THE newly elected U.S. President Bill Clinton presented 
his economic adjustment package to the Congress on Feb. 17, he 
made it dear it was high time for America to face the crisis and 
halt economic deterioration, despite the sacrifices that such 
adjustment may entail in terms of his personal popularity, or in 
cost to his fellow Americans’ own pockets. 

It was evident that Mr. Clinton's comprehensive programme 
aimed, among other things, at creating new jobs, while at the 
same time containing salaries and wages in government and its 
public sector. The fast priority was given to generating jobs to 
accommodate the unemployed, not to increase the salaries of 
those who work. 

President Clinton undertook to freeze the salaries of govern- 
ment staff for a full year, after which annual increments will be 
allowed, provided they are lower than the prevailing inflation 
rate. In other words, the president will decrease salaries in real 
-terms in order to narrow the deficit in the federal budget and save 
resources for investment in generating jobs and improving 
productivity. 

President Clinton, a Democrat who came to power through 
general elections, must be keen about his personal popularity and 
his approval rating, but be showed himself to be more keen about 
being — and remaining — a credible and responsible president. 


He may anger a certain group of his people, but he will definitely 
earn the respect of all of them, including government employees, 
who are free to seek jobs outside the government if they drink 
that they are worth more. 

By contrast, some of our elected deputies in Parliament called 
for an immediate salary increase for civilian and roflitaiy 
personnel. They did not care about tbe huge deficit in the budget. 
They ignored the fact that a substantial part of tbe budget is 
covered by what some of them call usury loans and conditional 
foreign aid. And they accepted financing tbe demanded incre- 
ments in salaries by begging money from foreign sources, as long 
as foe action may improve their images among foe electorate and 
raise tbeir chances of being reelected. 

Not only that, but the government, in its turn, submitted to 
pressure so that no one can claim the deputies are more generous 
than the ministers. Tbe government will grant the rase but in a 
retroactive fashion, in order to improve its own image like 
everybody else, as long as foe extra cost will be paid at foe 
expense of public funds, which belong to nobody, and at the 
expense of the present and future of the national economy. All 
this despite tbe fact that only two months ago tbe government 
committed itself in writing to contain the payroll as pan of the 
economic adjustment programme. 


In America, the wealthy ^T^" he ^onomy, anrfridft 
measures were taken to adjust officials there took a bold 
of tbe current imbalances ^i d ^ hr ^v 3 nd responsibiv. In 
step and stood «■* *• *^ foe 
Jordan, the poor andj and donations, irresponsi- 

3? $£’ anXy ■ P”"* 

"'No in htfngh. “ jJSZ 

government anpkra and where foev arc the only source of 

w£“who a” -ta^j*** 
gowmment « ■*? Bureau rejected them 

- * *■ «- 

i T££r Z X our deputies end ministers cam about improving 
the income of a certain group of citizens 

to have government jobs or monthly pensions, while they don 
care for citizens, seeking jobs for any salary. 

Where is foe sense of priority? 


A gloomy Britain 


By Robot Woodward 

Reuter 

LONDON — Weary Britons are 
in despair about the state of their 
nation. They are disenchanted 
with the pillars of a society that 
their parents told them made 
Britain great. Hope about foe 
future is at a low ebb. 

Half the population would like 
to emigrate, an opinion poll 
showed last week. Four out of 10 
people questioned could not 
think of one thing in Britain that 
made them proud. 

“A mental state of pessimistic 
fatalism has foe country in its 
grip,” the Daily Telegraph said in 
an editorial. “The sense of 
national despondency is not pure- 
ly of human experience.” 

The murder of two-year-old 
James Bulger in Liverpool after 
he was led away from a shopping 
centre by two other boys seemed 
to mark a low point in the na- 
tion’s fortunes. 

Ten years ago Britain was 
preening itself after defeating 
Argentina in a war over foe dis- 
puted Falkland Islands, reviving 
the World War II spirit. 

Britain knew its place in the 
world and then Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher was a leader 
to be feared and listened to. 

Listen to conversations on the 
bus or in foe pub now and you 
will hear foal crime is out of 
control, the government out of 
touch with ordinary people', the 
monarchy is a joke that is no 
longer funny and things can only 
get worse. 

Tbe malaise is rooted in fears 
about the recession, foe longest 
for 60 years and seemingly never- 
ending. 

Three million people — 10.6 
per cent of the work force — are 
out of work. A poll showed half 
those questioned believed their 
families would be affected by 
unemployment. 

Falling house prices mean, 
more than one million families' 
have mortgages worth more than 
their homes. The growing num- 
bers of young people sleeping 
rough and begging in British 
cities show how deep poverty has 
bitten. 

Gloom about the recession, 
made worse because the down- 
turn came so soon after tbe boom 
of foe late 1980s, bad made Bri- 
tons save for a rainy day rather 
than spend. But the government 
is relying on consumer spending 
to bring a recovery. 

Hand in hand with depression 
about the economy is a wide- 
spread belief that the govern- 
ment, and the 6S1 members of 
parliament, have no idea what* 
life in the real world is like. 

Only 30 per cent of people 
questioned in a Gallup poll last 


week believed Britain was a well- 
governed country, while confi- 
dence in parliament has halved in 
the past 10 years. 

“Our democracy remains stuck 
in the past, unable to reflect the 
real concerns of people just at the 
point when foe gap between gov- 
ernment and governed is become 
dangerously wide,” said Paddy 
Ashdown, leader of the opposi- 
tion Liberal Democrats. 

Fourteen years of uninter- 
rupted Conservative rule has in- 
creased cynicism about the demo-, 
cratic process. Britons believe 
ministers have forgotten how to 
resign .after committing errors 
and treat power as their right 
rather than foe nation’s gift. 

Mrs. Thatcher’s policies cut tbe 
powers of many counterweights 
to central government — such as 
trade unions and local authorities 
— and increased Britons' feelings 
of powerlessness. 

“The exercise of central power 
has become increasingly negative 
and defensive.” says Anthony 
Sampson, author of “The Ana- 
tomy of Britain,” a respected 
analysis of British society. 

The ordinary Briton fought 
back last October when outrage 
forced the government to review 
its plan to close 31 coal mines. 

The tabloid press, for years 
strong supporters of foe Con- 
servative party, is now voicing the 
country’s exasperation and foe 
media view, the government's 
hints of stricter control as the last 
throw of an establishment under 
siege. 

In the words of Queen Eli- 
zabeth, last year was an “annus 
borribilis,” tor tbe institutions 
that make up foe establishment. 

The monarchy was cheapened 
by the marital problems of the 
heir to the throne and his younger 
brother. The question has been 
raised inside and outside parlia- 
ment whether Britain needs to 
alter foe constitutional position of 
the sovereign and head of state. 

The legal system and police 
were wounded by a series of 
overturned verdicts and mistakes 
which showed English justice was 
often flawed. 

Prime Minister John Major 
wants to achieve a “classless soci- 
ety” and a “nation at ease with 
itself.” But be appears unwilling 
to accelerate foe shake-up of foe 
status quo. 

“Change is itself destabilising. 
It brings its own risks,” he said 
this month. “Sometimes it seems 
that by removing just one brick, 
we may risk bringing the whole 
house down.” 

Mr. Major believes many of 
the country’s problems are 
psychological. The bad news has 
worn people down, the bulldog 
spirit is rare and people no longer 
look on foe bright side. 





Will Clinton’s agenda be driven by foreign crisis? 


By George Gedda 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton’s schedule is 
crowded by foreign policy issues 
these days, and this may be just 
foe beginning, particularly if 
events in Bosnia and Russia take 
turns for foe worse. 

Mr. Clinton set aside domestic 
concerns and spent much of foe 
past week receiving foreign lead- 
ers and reviewing foe situation in 
Bosnia. He wilt soon receive a 
report from Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher on his mis- 
sion to tbe Middle East.' 

Also on Mr. Clinton’s agenda 
are preparations for foe upcom- 
ing summit with Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin, who is locked 
in a high-stakes power struggle 
with foe communist dominated 
parliament. 

So sensitive is foe question of 
Mr. Yeltsin's ability to survive 
that the State Department moved 
quickly last week to replace an 
official who speculated publicly 
that he probably will be ousted. 

Judging by comments of top 
officials from previous adminis- 
trations, the situation in foe for- 


mer Yugoslavia will get worse 
before it gets better. All are 
doubtful that Mr. Clinton's 
appointment of a special envoy 
for Bosnia, Reginald Barth- 
olomew, will make much differ- 
ence. 

Former secretary of state Hen- 
ry A. Kissinger says that “if a 
Bosnian settlement is to be just, it 
will have to be imposed.” And. 
he points out, “imposition is ex- 
actly what Christopher has explio- 
ity rejected.” 

Mr. Kissinger says it is an 
"illusion” for Mr. Christopher to 
believe that the negotiations re- 
cently joined by Mr. Barth- 
olomew can lead to a settlement, 
embraced by all parties. r 

But be warns that use of force 
in Bosnia could make that coun- 
try a “quagmire” comparable to 
Vietnam. 

Former national security advis- 
er Zbigniew Brzezinskj, dropping 
ail pretense of diplomatic de- 
corum, says Mr. Christopher's 
legalistic training makes him ill- 
suited for stopping Serb aggres- 
sion in Bosnia. 

“I don't think the boardrooms 
of distinguished legal firms are 


the best preparatory setting for 
dealing with global thugs.” says 
Mr. BizezinsJri, a Carter admi- 
nistration colleague of Mr. 
Christophers. 

Says former secretary of state 
Lawrence Eaglcburger: “I don’t 
know of any way to stop (the war) 
except with tbe massive use of 
force.” 

If Western pressures fail to 
induce the Serbs to surrender 
their territorial gains, most 
analysts predict they will open a 
new front in Kosovo, a move that 
would raise foe specter of a much 
wider Balkan war involving 
Macedonia, Turkey, Albania, 
Greece and Bulgaria. 

“Good-bye new world order, 
hello third Balkan war,” says 
British-based columnist Gwynne 
Dyer. "Peace' in Bosnia now 
means war all over the Balkans 
not much later.” 

If this scenario plays out. Mr. 
Clinton would be faced inevitably 
with the question of whether the 
United States should stay out or 
get involved. 

As for. foe Russians, it seems 
apparent that Moscow and 
Washington set their summit for 


April 4 to give Mr. Yeltsin s 
boost if he decides to go ahead ' 
with a nationwide referendum on 
April 11 on who should hold 
supreme power in Russia: the 
president or the Communist-led 
parliament. 

This is no small matter. A 
Yeltsin-led Russia could be - 
counted on to continue democra- 
tic reforms and to cooperate with- • 
foe West. 

If he loses, many fear Russia ' - 
would revert to past practices.. . 
seeking to reinstate foe since drs-^ 
mantled Soviet empire and treat* U 
ing the West as an adversary all" 
over again. 

The sense of unease about the 
situation there is palpable. When *. 
foe aid coordinator for foe former. 
Soviet Union, Richard Armitage, 
suggested recently that Mr. Yeftv. 
sin’s days are “somewhat num-S 
be red” and that he is “at foe end. .■ 
of his usefulness,” he was re- ■ 
placed within 48 hours. 

Mr. Armitage didn't follow the-- 
party line. It was Mr. Clinton 
who set the record straight: *T-'* 
think it is a grave error to assume-’' 
that he cannot continue and do 
well. 1 believe he can.” 


By David Hoffman 

WHEN be took office last year. 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin appealed to Israelis to 
abandon foe garrison outlook 
that had shaped much of their 
44-year history. 

“We must overcome foe sense 
of isolation that has held us in its 
thrall for almost half a century,” 
he said. “No longer is it true that 
the whole world is against us.” 

In gestures to the United 
States, Europe, and foe Arab 
World, Mr. Rabin tried to show 
he was lifting tbe “siege mental- 
ity" that had been an enduring 
feature in the rhetoric, politics 
and world view of his Likud 
predecessors, Menachcm Begin 
and Yitzhak Shamir. 

But in recent weeks, Mr. Rabin 
himself has been sounding ever 
louder the klaxon of the siege. He 
has declared that Israel is 
threatened from within by foe 
“murderous terrorist organisa- 
tion” Hamas, and from without 
by what he sees as the relentless 
march of Islamic extremism in tbe 
Middle East. He has lashed out at 
the United Nations and Europe, 
and demanded that the United 
States protect Israel from its 
adversaries. 

In the face of a storm of inter- 
national criticism. Mr. Rabin has 
staunchly defended foe forced 
deportation of suspected Islamic 
fundamentalists, and threatened 


to do it again if necessary. 

What happened? The tumul- 
tuous events of recent weeks have 
revived in Israel a long, agonising 
debate about its future, spanning 
both of the views Mr. Rabin has 
offered. In countless ways, Israel 
is reaching out to once-forbidden 
parts of the globe, integrating 
itself into a rapidly changing in- 
ternational order and enjoying 
the fruits of long-sought “nor- 
mal” existence. But at the same 
time, it seems to be haunted by 
fears of its own vulnerability — 
imagined and real — and still 
caught up in a fortress outlook. 

“The history of Israelis is one 
in which they have always been 
tom by a profound sense of invin- 
cibility and a pervasive sense of 
vulnerability,” said historian 
Michael Oren, director of foe 
American Jewish Committee 
office in Jerusalem. 

He recalled how Moshe Day- 
an, visiting the Pentagon in tbe 
1950s, declared that Israel faced 
annihilation from its neighbours, 
yet had an army so strong it could 
be in Damascus m a week. “It’s 
more than just a siege mentality 
— both views have a foot in 
reality,” Mr. Oren said. 

The expulsion dispute has 
opened a window on this complex 


Rabin’s siege mentality 


inner psychology, and perhaps 
ultimately will shape the outcome 
of peace talks with the Palesti- 
nians and Arab states. According 
to many analysts, if Israelis feel 
the siege is lifting, they may be 
more willing to make foe conces- 
sions needed for a settlement. 
But when feeling cornered or 
besieged, as just before the ex- 
pulsions. Israel has often reacted 
harshly — and plunged deeper 
into the garrison outlook. 

These two moods are often 
intertwined. Mr. Rabin has made 
one of his principal goals a future 
peace agreement: the ultimate 
lifting of tbe siege. Yet in foe 
aftermath of a string of attacks on 
Israeli soldiers, he also decided to 
do something drastic, to show 
Israeli Jews his empathy for their 
fears and their anger. Even if the 
deportations created a messy- 
problem for Israel abroad, Mr. 
Rabin struck a powerful chord at 
home. 

The threats to its existence 
have all but abated Israel is the 
only nuclear power in the Middle 
East and one of the strongest 
conventional military powers, 
backed by the only remaining 
superpower. For foe first time 
snee the birth of the state, it is 
engaged in direct, if lagging. 


peace negotiations with its Arab 
neighbours and Palestinians. 

Yet Israel’s public mood often 
seems suspended between self- 
confidence and foreboding. Even 
when tbe fortress gate seems to 
be lifting, there are insistent 
voices demanding that it be 
dosed again. 

Recently, for example, after 
months of delays, die parliament 
repealed a law passed in foe 
mid-1980s that made talking to 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) a crime. 

The vote was the latest sign of a 
changed approach to foe PLO, 
kmg considered by the govern- 
ment to be Israel's leading neme- 
sis. PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
then gave an interview to Israel's 
largest mass circulation daily, 
Yedioth Aharonoth, and a tele- 
phone interview to state-run 
Israeli television. A leftist legisla- 
tor, the Labour Party’s Yad Day- 
an, daughter of Moshe Dayan, 
went to Tunis last week to meet 
Mr. Arafat, the first member of 
parliament to do so after the ban 
was lifted. She was pictured on 
the front page of riewspapers in 
Israel with Mr. Arafat’s arm 
around her. 

But on her return, she was 


enveloped in controversy. Mr. 
Rabin called her visit “a shame to 
us all and a disgrace to tbe 
Labour Party.” Dozens of other 
legislators denounced her. 

■ Veteran pollster Hannoch 
Smith said Israelis “remain dis- 
trustful of the world around 
them. When 1 ask periodically, if 
they could, would foe Arabs 
drive Israel into the sea?’ almost 
70 per cent are saying yes. That’s 
what I call a people with a siege 
mentality.” 

Meanwhile, almost every day 
brings new evidence that Israel is 
shedding its history of isolation. 

The crumbling of the Soviet 
empire not only unleashed a new 
exodus of immigrants, but also 
opened fertile new territory for 
Israeli easiness and agricultural 
expertise in the once-dosed re- 
Pobhcs of Central Asia and 
Europe. Israel has become a 
•ernang source of irrigation tedj- 

Ppkgy “ Kazakhstan , Uzbekis- 
tan and Kirgnstan. 

Rec ent ly, Ask ar Akayev. Kir- 
gstai s reformist president, vi- 
^ e f , lsra f i “"I sgned fanning 
a g reem en te. then announced his 
comitry would open an embassy 
m Israel. 3 



Industrialist Eitan Israeliy; 
who recently spent two weeks m 
Central Asia, told the Jerusalem ’ 
Post on bis return that the new* 
factor in Israel’s acceptance is not ” 
ideology but profit. “I am not 
going to Central Asia for Zionist 
principles. 1 am going there to 
make money” he said. 

brael has diplomatic relations'- 
today with more nations than - 
year ’ barriers 
** ^ < r h,Da ’ fo®*. Nigeria 

and 20 other states. “Our dL 
plomatic globe is starting to cor- 

Ministry spokesman ’ 
The Arab boycott reman® a. 
pwe™ reminder to Israelis of 
isolation, brn there are sign* 
tt is weakening, Japan recentiv 
to whkh 

some Japanese companies had - 
fong hewed, opening prospects* 
for new business invertmentfrani . 

“In foe last couple of vean 

toward opening 

that in t » 1 J eopte * lave h»laadis 
this new world of ones 

- “y Israel » stifl a 
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By Out PMfrkk 
#2 When carabinieri 

ly caught up with supreme 
« & qverford Salvatore “Toto” 
: v a on Jan. 15. few people were 

. . "jt, eting the man once described 
%c devil incarnate to lode the 
]jc (fid. Police only had a 
fc : 'r/^^nhotogiaph more than two 
of date to help them 

■ ~* ¥ %SZ*** {or *•* “I** 8 ^ 

“ ‘ " who bad been on the run 

-^23 ycais. They had been 


Mysterious end of 
a mafia tyrant 


- S Mr. Ri® 8 had probably bad 

v '^?5ifrpabfic mind, Mr. RHna 
both for 

^ r h ruthless crfdty with which he 
oosedof bb enemies and the 
‘-'V: ^feptapcrnel-Hke ease with 
~ ^jciJ tettannbed his nose at the 
"" Xurity forces who tried to trace 

•r-'^Yet -the Bitfh was to prove 
' . '4n«r than any of the rumours. 

■ '^Sinwri (police) spe- 
. operations unit eventually 
Italy’s roost wanted 
^^tha ww being driven in an 
dinar? Oroeo saloon along a 
Jenuo high street. Mr. Riina 
d no eofflds to protect him and 
* is oSoed- And flie man 
\.u v - h unled out of the vehicle 
" Cammed tee down on the 

* ^oond looked anything but the 
**- >. jder of an international enmm- 
.+&■* organisation, .whose annual 
estimated to be in the 
ion of 20,000 billion lire ($13.8 
lion) to Italy alone. 

The photograph taken of mm 
lortly Stems arrest shows Mr. 

iina to be very short — he only 

st tops 155 centimetres — 
obky sauffly dressed in iu- 
ting dothes. with a podding 
isin-styte haircut and a puffy 
ce Pofice and prison officers 
ho’ have seen him say be is 
utely literate— be left school at 
ie age of nine- He behaves in a 
F sfereotial manner, standing up 
£ . ben spoken to, with none of the 
f tongbty anoptoee of other mafia 
fosses who have been caught in 

1C post "; ; B 

Mobsters who have broken the 
code joirdte noe to cooper- 
BO&ehave told how the 
, J^huftbn the small town 

, Ckri^fcoghtbisway to the 
ip of the twtaworid organisa- 
on, Umridating anyone who 
1 or questioned his 





Carabinieri say they believe 
i. RHna h» killed at least 40 
>ople with bis bare hands, 
ooting than or strangling them 
_ the preferred method since it 
aves no Uood and makes no 
use — and dissolving their 
<fies in acid baths. 

victims have allegedly in- 
• i pded henchmen who outlived 
CnSlSi 6 * 1 ’ “Alness, gangsters from 
Ul nl etas and representatives of 

- a sate — politicians, magis- 
:.. L . des and policemen. Among 

- r argcs feeing Toto Riina are the 
jassnatious last summer (May 

. - d Job 1992) of anti-mafia cru- 
-den judges Giovanni Falcone 
d Paolo BoraeUino. 

People who have known and- 
. oked with Mr. Riina say it was . 
•-* bruta% and nithlessness that 
'idHed him to wield such im- 
sn» power. In spite of his lack 
formal education, he is said to 


Salvatore Riina 


be gifted with a highly astute 
brain and unhindered by any kind 
of moral conscience. 

Mr. Riina reportedly began his 
career as a murderer while still a 
teenager. He is said to have 
joined the mafia at the tender age 
of 13, serving his apprenticeship 
as an assassin for his hero and 
senior by five years, Luciano 
Liggio, boss of Corleone where 
both Mr. Riina and Mr. Liggio 
were born and raised. 

In 1977, Mr. Liggio was 
arrested in Milan — some say 
thanks to information supplied by 
Mr. Riina — and Mr. Riina step- 
ped into his shoes. But Mr. Riina 
was much more ambitious; he set 
about establishing a regime based 
on terror. 

Gaspare Mutolo. who for years 
worked as Mr. RKna’s personal 
driver before deciding to cooper- 
ate with police last summer, bas 
described in his confessions bow 
Mr. Riina dealt with rare cases of 
opposition. “It was a systematic 
strategy of elimination,” said Mr. 
Mutolo. “Not just of those who 
openly opposed him, but also of 
anyone who simply didn't share 
his chokes.” 

It was under Mr. Riina’s lead- 
ership that the mafia changed its 
traditional strategy of keeping a 
low profile to declare open war- 
fare against the Italian state. 
“The beast” is alleged to have 
ordered all the terrorist-style 
attacks against high profile fi- 
gures over the past decade, start- 
ing with chief magistrate Rocco 
Chinniri, blown up by a car-bomb 
in 1983 and ending with Judge 
Borsellino, who died together 
with five bodyguards in a massive 
explosion last July. 

In the end, it may have been 
tins policy which led to Mr. 
Dmu’t downfall, say analysts. 
The outcry which followed the 
slayings of judges Falcone and 
‘BoraeUino galvanised the Italian 
government into taking decisive 
action against the mafia, sending 
7,000 soldiers into Sicily and in- 
troducing new legislation to in- 
crease police powers. The deaths 
also touched a chord with the 
general public, sparking a rebel- 
lion in Sicily itself 'where the' 
people’s silence had always 


t)rdan confident solution will be found 


(Continued from page 1) 

.nerican-Russian announce- 
mt as premature. 

The Palestinians have said in 
. bbc that their return to the 
; ks is contingent on Israeli re- 
raing the expulsions. They are 
tting to accept a compromise 
al which involves a phased 
aim of the exiles, stranded in 
uth Lebanon. But Mr. Christ- 
her was unable to produce an 
■aeli agreement to such a deal. 
The net message that Mr. Chri- 
tpher got in talks in Amman 
i week was that Jordan, which 
ovides the “umbrella” for 


Palestinian participation in the 
peace process, believes that any 
solution to the crisis should be 
acceptable to the Palestinian side, 
represented by the mainstream 
leadership of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO). 

His Majesty King Hussein told 
reporters after talks with Mr. 
Christopher that the consequ- 
ences of a breakdown of the 
peace process could be disastrous 
to the Middle East. At the same 
broe, the King also stressed that 
the expellee crisis remained a 
major hurdle in the process. 


Dmali panel agrees on conference 


. (Continu ed Drum page 1) 

idnesday and Thursday. Rght- 
; bad also broken out in the 
. ithern city of Kismayu. 
’What happened over the last 
to 72 hours won’t as far as we 
> see have any effect on our 
Adrawal or the size of our 
adual force,” Colonel Fred 
«*, U.S. military spokesman, 
d a daily news briefing. 

;.n Wa&mgton, White House 
kesman George Stepfaano- 
•)tos abo expressed optimism 
■ tite U.S.-led forces would 
■'« peacekeeping duties to 
■F. forces, probably in rad- 
ii. 

•Ve continue to believe that 
. : an continue with the c urren t 
table,” Mr. Stephanopoufos 

“The situation has been 
. wing, at least today." 

N. Secretary General Boot* 
. lhafi said Thursday that the 
*8 would not delay the trans- 
'He is stndying a. May 1 
. er date. 

his spokesman on Friday 
,-‘iss optimistic. “Obviously 
s events will have an effect 
..'-“ill have to be considered,” 

. •je Sills. 

bassador Jean-Bernard 


helped protect the criminal orga- 
nisation. • 

A new law, offering lighter 
sentences and new identities for 
mafia penitents brought a flood 
of confessions from former mobs- 
ters who complained Mr. Riina 
had become a blood-crazed 
megalomaniac. One of them. 
Pino Marchese, a relative of Mr. 
Riina and a self-confessed Assas- 
sin, told magistrates in Septem- 
ber last yean “I have decided to 
cooperate with the law because I 
no longer feel comfortable in an 
organisation in which the rules 
have been so radically changed.” 

Mr. Maichese’s evidence was 
seen as crucial in bringing about 
the decline and ultimate arrest of 
Mr. Riina, who had commanded 
the mafia from hiding for more 
than two decades. Mr. Riina had 
been on the run since 1969 when 
be disappeared from a small town 
near BOlogna, in northern Italy, 
where be had been sentenced to 
exile after being found guilty of 
mafia-related offenses. In 1987, 
the mafia boss was convicted in 
absentia of murder and drug traf- 
ficking and sentenced to life im- 
prisonment. 

Almost incredibly, Mr. Riina’s 
hideout was found to have been 
less than two kilometres from 
Palermo’s city centre. During the 
23 yeara he spent as a fugitive, the 
boss rarely set foot outside his 
native Sicily, aside from occasion- 
al trips to the business hub of 
Milan and to Germany, where 
the organisation has growing in- 
terests. 

Mr. Riina’s arrest after so 
many years raises the burning 
question — why now? Does it 
mean his power was on the wane, 
or did one of his enemies “sell” 
him to the authorities? Some 
analysts have even suggested the 
mafia may have done a secret 
deal with the government — Mr. 
Riina’s head in exchange for a 
relaxation of the onslaught 
against the criminal organisation. ' 
Others say it may not be just a 
coincidence that the mafia boss’s 


capture comes at a moment when 
Italy’s established political parties 
are in a state of decline. It has 
long been suggested that some 
sectors of the political old guard 
in Italy acted as protectors to the 
mafia. 

Mr. Riina’s capture also opens 
up a leadership race. Prime 
candidates for his replacement 
are Bernardo Provenzano, 
allegedly Mr. Riina 's killing part- 
ner from the early days in Cor- 
leone, and Leoluca Bagarelia, 
brother of Antonietta Riina and 
reportedly one of her husband's 
ablest assassins. 

Toto Riina could feasibly cany 
on bis command (torn bis prison 
cell, standard practice in mafia 
circles, say observers. Rules dic- 
* fate that a mafia boss behind bars 
appoint a trusted delegate 
through whom to execute his 
orders. Still at large b a whole 
army of Mr. Riina's cousins, un- 
cles and other relations; who 
would be ready to cany on the 
family business. 

But the absolute power held by 
Mr. Riina, and the viciousness 
with which he wielded it, may 
also lead to a bloody power tussle 
and a wave of revenge killings 
from outside the Corleone gang, 
say mafia watchers. The result 
may be a new round of clan wars 
which could prove to be even 
more bloody than the struggle in 
the early 1980s when more than 
500 Sicilian mobsters and their, 
families died in the battle that 
ended with Mr. Riina’s Corleone 
clan as victors. 

A more chi ling scenario is the 
prospect of a fresh wave of execu- 
tions of public figures, by a mafia 
keen to prove it is down but not 
out. “We mustn't lull ourselves 
into thinking that we have wiped 
out their offensive capabilities," 
said mafia expert Pino Ariacchi. 
“They may well try to demons- 
trate that they are just as strong 
as before. For example, they 
could kill a couple of public offi- 
cials, as a lesson.” 

Earlier this month, before Mr. 
Riina’s arrest, Italian interior 
ministry officials revealed they 
had uncovered plots to assassin- 
ate Prime Minister Giuiiano 
Amato and Defence Minister Sal- 
vo Ando. 

So far, the man billed as Italy's 
most dangerous criminal has been 
doing his best to convince every- 
one that be is a dear victim of 
mistaken identity. 'Tin not the 
monster you think I am,” he has 
told magistrates who questioned 1 
him. “I’m just a poor, sick old 
man. How could a poor old 
peasant like me be the head of 
the mafia?” 

But playing the role of the 
pleasant, innocuous old man is 
one of Mr. Riina's most skilful 
tricks, say those who know him. 
“If you see Riina and talk to him, 
be seems a good man. He appears 
land and thoughtful,” said his 
former henchman Pino Marchese 
in Ins confession. “But he is like 
an apple which is nice and red on 
the outside, while inside it is 
rotten and full of worms.” 


World News Link 



AMMAN ACADEMY 
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a - , _ KHALDA- AMMAN 

& We are accepting student applications for the academic year 1 993 / 94 for : 

KINDERGARTEN, boys and girls 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ( Grades 1-6 ), boys and girls 
GIRLS SCHOOL ( Grades 7-9 ) 

5 Amman Academy is a new private educational institution providing quality education 

I and high academic standards. It comprises 4 schools with a total capacity of 1400 
S students: a kindergarten; an elementary coeducational school; and 2 separate secondary % 
f schools for boys and girls. J 

| Grades 10-12 in girls school and Grades 7-12 in boys school will progressively open 
% one grade every year starting 1994 until Grade 12 although the premises and furnish- 
| mgs are already completed. 

d Highly qualified and experienced teaching staff 

and excellent administrative personnel. 

Super premises and facilities for extra-curricular activities 
including a theatre and a gymnasium. 

We prepare our students for the Jordanian Tawjihi and GCE exams. 

Average number of students per class does not exceed 25 . 

English starts in KG 1, French in Grade 3 . 

Reasonable Fees 

Transport is provided at cost on our private buses. 

Special discount for siblings and excellence ranging from 
10 to 50 per cent of prescribed fees. 


For applications and enquiries please call on us at our liaison office at Abu Zeid Cen- g 
ter, Um Uthaina, 1st floor, office no. 12. Or call telephone No. 688335. Or write to 5 


P.O.Box 830476, Postal Code 111-83, Amman - Jordan . Fax 688335 

Daily from 9 am to 3 pm during Ramadan, 7 days a week. 


SECOND TO NONE 

Administrative and Advisory Bodies 

PRESIDENT MUNZERFAHOUM » CHAIRMAN, ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

PRINCIPAL NAWAL HASHISHO KAMAL SS PROFESSOR OMAR AL-SHAIKH 
HEADS OF SCHOOLS DIANA AFRANJI wM FACULTY OF EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES 

ALIA SNOBAR ‘ Mm UNIVERSITY OF JORDAN 

RESIDENT ADVISOR DR.AUDEH AL-HALTEH 
MANAGER FINANCE AND ADMINSTRATION YOUSEF NAHHAS 


£ MANAGER FINANCE AND ADMINSTRATION YOUSEF NAHHAS 2 
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Merimee of France, asked if the 
fighting will delay the transfer, 
also said, .'Tm afraid it will.” 

In his first public speech since 
Monday’s violence, Gen. Morgan 
backed the actions of his militia in 
Kismayu, sayi^ they acted in self- 
defence. But he said he wanted to 
cooperate with the multi-national 
task force to end bloodshed in 
Somalia. 

“We want to show the world, 
UNITAF (the task force) that we 
are not against peace. We don’t 
need any more killings in Soma- 
lia,” be said. 

After hs speech, he took the 
military commanders to an, 
assembly point for his militia who 
displayed an array of weapons, 
including anti-tank guns, 
machineguns and bazookas. 

The U S. commanders were 
ted by BrigadieT-Generall Law- 
son Magruder, head of American 
forces in Kismayu, who expressed 
satisfaction with Gen. Morgan’s 
compliance with the U.S. ultima- 
tum. 

“I am very pleased with com- 
pliance, that the elders had such 
an effect on the young in the 
militia ... to surrender their 
arms,” he said. 1 J 


C 


JORDAN MARKET PLACE 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWATS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG, MR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAMIARASONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 




§ CROWN INTLEST. 

m 

H Packing, shipping 
1 Forw^ding, storage 

worldwide Removals 




IN JORDAN^. 

* Kfias Diyclean, 1 Hr. Setvica 
☆ Shoes repair * Engraving 

* Keys Service 

* Uphototry, curtains & carpets 


6 Branches afYOUR Service 
Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821856, Fax 
828163 



4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 8106057810509 
Fax: 810520 







MANDARIN RESTAURANTi 

Special Otinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

jCfren !lM-3:30 A MJO U JO daffy) 

Tain away Ks ovallaMo 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel /j 
[ToL 661822, Amman | 

Once luted / ^ 


a 







FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executha* Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12J30-&30pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After ttm PhHadelptila Hotel 
HmfeKfe 3rddrcte 


MOVING l 

■Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take cane of the works, 

Poor to Door. 

Call the -friendly; 
professionals oh 




' CHEN’S A 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque lor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 618214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. . 

y 6:30 -Midnight / 



The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girts School 

TafeamnybmaaMa 

Open daily J 2:00-3: 30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 638968 



THoKristite 

AT. KHAIMA BAR. 
830 jum -I30 aj0 


AVIS 


Yfe try harder. 



699-420 


XEROX 

Copy 

Centre 

t Copy i no ■ Typing 
■ Binding m Faxing 
l Plan printing 

Tei: 6538 04 - 683181/3 



Every great city In 
Town and 

Where you can 
Chinese di' 


world has its China 
has its own. 

most exquisite 
dinner. 


China 

Town 

f&iiaurant 



at the 


Tel. 674295~oT6 


China 

Hotel 
ext 6336 


Tha First Class Hotel In 
'Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


ILVIfOTEL 

iIt*|I|I= 


Amman -Tei- 668 193 -■ 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Tetex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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f, OT T EI ^ AM (R) - Anders 
Jarryd, who knocked Boris Beck- 
er out of last month’s Australian 
Jpen. claimed another prize 
scalp Friday when he beat injury- 
nit Goran Ivanisevic in the 
quarter-finals of the World In- 
door Tournament. 

Jarryd, a wild-card entry, defe- 
ated the second-seeded Croatian 
£"3<. ^ jo reach the semifinals, 
having dispatched eighth-seeded 
Wayne Ferreira of South Africa 
in the first round Tuesday. 

Ivanisevic, playing in his first 
tournament in six "weeks after 
suffering a stress fracture in his 
foot, was hampered by a strained 
wrist tendon in his racket arm and 
needed treatment in the second 
set. 

“I felt a big pain with each 
service and could hardly hold the 
racket on the volleys. According 
to the doctor it could be a bad 
injury. I will take two or three 
days off and start to practice 
slowly again.” Ivanisevic said. 

“But Jarryd played unbeliev- 
able tennis. The balls kept com- 
ing back.” 

The 31 -year-old Swede, who 
rose to fifth in the world rankings 
in 1985. is enjoying a new lease of 
life in 1993. having defeated for- 
mer champion Becker in the first 
round of the Australian Open. 

Becker was seeded No. I for 
Rotterdam but withdrew- from 
the tournament because of a sto- 
mach virus. 

Jarryd's semifinal opponent is 
fifth-seeded Alexander Volkov of 


ousts injured Ivanisevic 


Russia, who swept aside Croatiarf 
Goran Prpic 6-2, 6-2 in the 
quarter-finals. 

Seventh seed Karel Novacek 
of the Czech Republic and un- 
seeded Italian Diego Nargiso 
contest the other semifinal. 

Novacek beat Denmark's Ken- 
neth Carlsen 6-4. 6-4. while Nar- 
giso beat compatriot and doubles 
partner Omar Camporese 7-6, 
7-6. 

Agassi breezes past Sanchez 

Andre Agassi used punishing' 
ground strokes to roll over 
Spain's Emilio Sanchez 6-1, 6-1 
Friday to advance to rhe semifin- 
als of the $300,000 Scottsdale 
Tennis Championship. 

Third-seed Malivai Washing- 
ton of the United States, had two 
chances to win his match against 
Mark Woodforde, but squan- 
dered both of them and lost to the 
Australian 4-6. 7-6 (7-5). 6-3. 

Fifth-seed Brad Gilbert was 
ambushed by South Africa's Mar- 
cos Ondruska, 7-5, 6-2. 

Earlier, eighth-seed Andrei 
Chesnokov of Russia defeated 
American Derrick Rostagno, 6-2, 
7-6 (7-5). setting up a semifinal 
contest with the 20-year-old 
Ondruska. 

The second seeded Agassi, has 
not lost a set in three matches, 
and looked sharp from beginning 
to end against the Spaniard. 

“I played good. As well as I 
needed to.” Agassi said. “I never 



Goran Ivanisevic 
let him into the match. I did 
everything I needed to do and did 
it well.” 

Washington, 23, had a one-set 
lead and was serving at 5-4. 40- 
15. 

He wasted the first match point 
wiib a double-fault, but appeared 
to end the match when Wood- 
forde’s forehand service return 


was long. 

However, chair umpire Rudi 
Berger overruled, claiming the 
ball was a let cord and should be 
replayed. 

Woodforde, 27. went on to hit 
a forehand winner and eventually 
win the game and tiebreaker to 
even the math. 


Soccer shoe on other foot, 
it’s an ugly foot 


WASHINGTON (API — The 
best soccer players have nasty, 
hurting feet, partly because their 
shoes are not up to their sport, a 
researcher says. 

Shoe com Dan;, officials con- 
cede that their shoes could be 
made tougher, hut contend soc- 
cer player^ wan*, lighter shoes that 
give p'aver* z berter feel for the 
bail. 

Dr. Raymond Rocco Monto 
and colleagues took X-rays of the 
feet and ankles of 63 "players, 
including members of the U.S. 
Olympic soccer team, at a team 
camp and tryout in Colorado 
Springs. Colorado, a year and a 
half ago. 

They found 97 per cent had 
bone spurs or other problems. 

Even though these athletes 
play well, these players and 
others like them play in "pain, said 
Dr. Monto. at Steadman Hawk- 
ing Clinic in Vail, Colorado. His 
study was prepared for presenta- 
tion at the American Academy of 
Orthopaedic Surgeons meeting in 
San Francisco. 

The study found bone spurs or 
lighter deposits of calcium in the 
front of 60 per cent of the X- 
rayed ankles: they probably re- 
sulted from striking the bail. 

It also found a lack of proper 
bone fusing in the backs of 32 per 
cent of hte ankles, which it said 
may result from the deep flexing 
of the foot in the kicking motion". 

The X-rays showed calcifica- 
tion in the toe joints in 34 per 
cent. 

And it found broken sesamoid 
bones, at the bottom of the foot, 
in 47 per cent. This may result 


from foot pressure on a cleat or 
stud that shoes have below the 
bone, Monto said. 

Although Monto’s study did 
not look for causes, he suspects 
the malformed bones are an 
adaptation to constant playing. 
The study did not determine how 
early in* a player's career the 
problems began, but he believes 
the effect accumulates over years 
of activity. 

“The average player runs ab- 
out 12 kilometres a game, and 
that’s not counting all the train- 
ing," Monto said. Even high 
school (ages 14-10) players run 
about that much, he said. This 
can lead to overstress injury, he 
said. 

The impact of the ball may also 
create damage, Monto said. 

“It’s repetitive microtrauma, 
constantly banging and hitting 
and stressing the joints," he said. 
“The ball travels at 80 miles an 
hour (129 kph)." 

And soccer shoes do little to 
protect the foot, he said. 

“I'm a little dismayed that the 
design of the soccer shoe has 
lagged so far behind other athle- 
tic footwear," he said. “They’re 
using basically the same shoe for 
the last 30 years." 

For instance, damage to the 
front ankle and foot area could be 
controlled by putting a strip of 
kevlar, a plastic used in bullet- 
proof vestes. or titanium, a metal 
used in modern aircraft, in the 
shoe as a buffer, Monto said. 

Toughening the shoe's toe box 
could protect the toes, he said. 

Removing the cleat or stud 


could protect the sesamoids, he 
said. 

Shoe company officials, 
however, contend that it's not 
that simple. If they built tougher, 
bulkier shoes, players would not 
buy them, they say. 

“What a soccer player locks for 
is a very sleek looking shoe that 
fits like a glove to his foot." said 
David Daly. European soccer 
marketing manager for Nike In- 
ternational in Deaverton, Ore- 
gon. “He gels minimal construc- 
tion so he gets very good feel for 
the ball.” 

Many players get that glovelike 
fit by cramming their feet into too 
small a shoe, said J. Spencer 
White, director of research en- 
gineering for Reebok in Stought- 
on, Massach assets. 

“A size nine often ends up on a 
10 or a 10 1 2 foot.” White said. 

Feel is crucial, said Peter R. 
Moore, director of Soccer Worl- 
dwide for Reebok. “Your feet 
are your weapon." 

He has doubts about Monto's 
proposal to put a titanium strip in 
the show. “Any metal on the top 
of the shoe wouid be illegal, and 
it would detract from the feel of 
the ball,” Moore said. 

As for the cleat under the 
sesamoid in the forefoot. Moore 
considers it vital for traction, 
especially in wet fields. 

If you're kicking with your left 
foot and planting your right, your 
right heel lifts with the kicking 
motion, he said. 

“If you don't have that stud 
under your dig toe, you don't 
have contact with the ground.” 
Moore said. 



Vlsuanatfaan Anand 
Anand beats Ivanchuk in 
20 moves: Indian grandmas- 
ter Visuanathan Anand defe- 
ated Vassily Ivanchuk of the 
Ukraine in 20 moves Friday to 
tie for the lead after the third 
round of the 11th Linares In- 
ternational Chess Tournament. 
Anand and Ivanchuk are tied 
for the world’s No. 3 ranking. 
Former world champion 
Anatoly Karpov, ranked No. 2 
in the world, won his third 
round match in 41 moves 
against Alexander Beejavsky of 
Ukraine. World champion 
Garry Kasparov of Russia and 
Artur Yusupov of Russia ad- 
journed after 60 moves with 
Kasparov playing white. After 
three rounds, four players were 
atop the standings with 2.0 
points: Bejjavsky; Atari Shirov, 
Latvia; Karpov, Russia; 
Anand, India. A player re- 
ceives one point for a win and 
cme half point for a draw. The 
13-round tournament, dubbed 
the Wimbledon of chess, ends 
March 14. 


PSG eye Real, miss 
chance to go top 


PARIS (R) — Paris St. Germain 
rested several of their best play- 
ers before next week’s UEFA 
Cup match with Real Madrid and 
missed the chance to go top of the 
French Hist Division Friday. 

Portuguese trainer Artur Jorge 
decided to leave out Liberian 
striker George Weah, Brazilian 
midfielder Vaklo and French in- 
ternationals David Gmola and 
Laurent Fournier but paid the 
Price with a 2-1 defeat in Metz. 

A victory would have put PSG 
top on goal difference over 
Monaco and Marseille, both on 
37 points after Monaco's 1-0 win 
over the French champions 
Thursday. 

But two penalties by Czech 
midfielder Lubos Kubik in the 
16th and 77th minutes sank A 
Parisian side with their collective 
mind Tuesday’s quarter-final first 
leg march in Madrid. 

Brazilian defender Ricardo, 
who had a goal disallowed in the 
59th minute when he leaned on a 
Metz defender as he headed 
home a comer, scored a consola- 
tion goal three minutes from 
time. 

Paris St. Germain remain two 
points adrift on 35 and were 


joined by promoted Bordeaux, 
who produced a superb second 
half performance to beat Nantes 

3- 0. . 

Brazilian striker Ceslo Valdeir 
showed the way in the 50th mi- 
nute. Jean-Luc Dogon made it 
two in the 62nd before Christ- 
ophe Vecchioni wrapped things 
up a minute from the final whis- 
tle. 

The young Names ride fell to 
fifth but stay in the title race on 
34 points. 

Auxerre had a welcome return 
to form before Wednesday's 
UEFA Cup game with Ajax Am- 
sterdam. beating Montpellier 2-0 
for their first win of the year and 
ending a run of five defeats in a 
row. Striker Lilian Laslandes 
scored both goals. 

St. Etienne had their first win 
over Lyon in four years in the 
central derby thanks to a 2-0 
away victory with second half 
goals from Gerald Passi and Syl- 
vain Kastendeuch. 

Nimes and Toulon edged closer 
to relegation with home defeats 
by four-goal margins. Nimes los- 
ing 6-2 to Strasbourg and Toulon 

4- 0 to Sodiaux. 
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SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Algeria wins Group A African Zone 

TTEMCEN, Algeria (AP) — Algeria beat Ghana, 2-1, to win the 
Group A African qualification round Friday. Algeria now has a 
record of two wins a loss and a draw for five points in the group. 
Ghana is now 2-0-2 for four points. Dunindi is 1-1-2 for three 
points. Algeria needed to win Friday to advance to the next round 
of play in the African Zone. The eventual qualifiers from Africa 
will play in the United States in the final ronnd in 1994. 

Voeller and Boli doubtful for Cup match 

MARSEILLE (R) — German striker Rudi Voeller and defender 
Basile Boli are doubtful for French champions Marseille’s 
European Cup match against CSKA Moscow after injuries in 
Thursday’s league game with Monaco. Marseille President 
Bernard Tapie said Voeller was being examined Friday for 
suspected broken ribs and Boli was having treatment on a knee 
injury. The injuries were a double blow for Marseille after their 
1-0 defeat by Monaco which toppled them from the top of the 
French table. Monaco went top on goal difference. 

Fernandez survives bout against Davenport 

INDIAN WELLS, California (AP) — Top seed Mary Joe 
Fernandez survived a scare from 16-year-old Lindsay Davenport 
to post a 7-5. 6-2 quarterfinal victory Friday at the Evert Cup. 
Fernandez faces No. 5 Helena Sukova of the Czech Republic in a 
semifinal. Sukova defeated No. 3 Magdalena Maleeva of Bulgaria 
6-1 . 7-5 in a match delayed 64 minutes by rain. Their rivalry is tied 
5 5. with Sukova winning a three set match at the Canadian open 
last year. The other semifinal pits No. 4 Amanda Coetzer of 
South Africa against Stephanie Rotiier of the Netherlands. 

FIDE threatens legal action over chess championship 

LONDON (R) — The International Chess Federation FIDE 
threatened to take legal action after world champion Garry 
Kasparov and challenger Nigel Short refused to play their 1993 
title match under its jurisdiction. “Fide has the legal title to the 
world championship and will take all necessary legal steps to 
protect those rights." the federation said in a statement released 
from its headquarters in Lucerene, Switzerland. Kasparov and 
Short, in a statement attacking FIDE, said earlier Friday that they 
were setting up a new professional chess body and invited fresh 
bids to stage the final. 

Phoenix selected to host 1995 All Star game 

PHOENIX (AP) — A major professional sporting event was 
awarded to Arizona for the first time since voters approved a 
Martin Luther King holiday when the NBA said Friday it would 
play its 1995 All-Star game in Phoenix. The 1993 Super Bowl had 
been scheduled for the Phoenix suburb of Temple, but the NFL 
decided in 1991 to move that Super Bowl to Pasadena, California, 
after voters rejected a proposal to create a holiday to honor the 
slain black civil rights leader. 


Q.l— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*K52 ‘:’J62 >A9743 *74 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 v . Dbl 1 V ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — With eight points in high 
cards you must certainly take some 
action, and the only sensible course 
is to bid one no Lrump. Note that 
action confirms a diamond stopper, 
not necessarily anything in hearts. 
Since partner’s takeout double pre- 
sumably promised something in 
hearts, you can aftord to bid no 
trump with that suit unguarded. 

Q.2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

♦A10 9AQ753 vAQ6 4AI08 
Your right-hand opponent opera 
three spades. What action do you 
take? 

A. — An ugly hand. Four hearts is 
out — the quality of the suit leaves a 
great deal to be desired. The trouble 
with a takeout double ft what do 
you do if partner responds with four 
of a minor? Best of the lot is to bid 
three no trump, although that is an 
underbid and might founder when 
game in a suit » on. 

Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*A97 7A&654 6Q *A872 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South * 

2 4* Pane Paw 7 


What action do you take? 

A. — Your hand is too strong and 
your suit too week for a reopening 
bid of three hearts, and your unbal- 
anced distribution and lack of a 
source of tricks bodes HI for a no* 


i contract. We opt for a take- 
out double, intending to bid hearts 
should partner respo nd in a minor. 
Q.4 — A a South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

*AK2 ?AB <>JLB6 4AJ762 
Hie bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 * 1 * Pass Pass 

? 

What action do you take? 

A. — This one's easy. Bid one no 
tramp. That shows a hand that was 
too strong for a one-no- trump 
opening bid, Le, about 19 points, 
exactly what you have. 

Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hokh 

•AJ3 vK9 0Q63 *A 10762 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
l * l * Pans Pass 
7 

What action do you take? 

A. — The previous question should 
tip you oft to the right answer 
here— pass. That's the right action 
even if you play negative doubles. 
You know from your bolding in the 
overcaller's suit that partner cant 
want to double one spade for penal- 
ties, so all signs point to North hav- 
ing a near bust- 

Q.G — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*1085 7AK4 0J765 4J106 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
dub. What do you respond? 

Ay — We see no point to bidding 
one dia m ond— you are only winking 
a problem for yourself on the sec- 
ond round Wo would respond me 
iw trump, winch describes our per- 
fectly balanced nine-count to a tee. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY FEBRUARY 28, 

By Thomas S. Person. Astrologer. Carw 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: If 
you made drastic changes in your 
diet last evening, the results can 
show up this morning. Pace your- 
self through the second wind that 
culminates with moon's entry into 
Gemini. Check info twice. • 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 191 
Partners and associates in the out- 
side world are the best means for 
you to forge ahead during the 
daytime but tonight avoid a discon- 
tented adviser. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 

You can make whatever tasks you 
have to do today filled with a new 
sense oF colour or precision and 
tonight don't encourage a gossipy 
person. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) The 
daytime finds you able to bring 
your special aptitudes to the atten- 
tion of those able to make them a 
success but tonight avoid going out 
on die town. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 2!) Get Into whatever you can 
do to make your residence a 
heaven of rest and wellbeing but 
tonight don’t respond to an irratc 
family member. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Make 
sure to listen closely to what usual 
associates have to suggest since 
therein rests some future benefits; 
tonight don't call on a depressing 
person. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Property, possessions. 


accounts and liapdiiw' should 
occupy vour time and attention 
today since your judgment in hand- 
ling with acumen i% good. 
LIBRA: (September 23 JO October 
22) Your charm it- high an,, you are 
articulate in express >* ur 
most desires you can get foe 
support you want: later handle 
personal longtime proh-ciw 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You jre J h te in see art 
phases of a campaign to pul into 
motion your chcnshcd long- 
ings after which make sure you 
avoid a demanding playmate 
SAGITTARIUS: i November 22 tu 

December 21) True accord be- 
tween you and friends can be 
reached' during the daytime while 
tonight careful attention to f.unii') 
needs is important. 

CAPRICORN: I December 22 lo 
January 2ll) Do whatever you feci 
will increase your standing in the 
community and enh.mccyour good 
name while tonight Jon t let your- 
self get in an argument. 
AQUARIUS: (January 2! to Febr-j. 
an. 19) You have the good will of d 
newcomer in yuur lire who can be 
most helpful in aiding ytnix prog 
ress so accept it: tonight don’t ga 
off on any rangen:. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Cooperation should be the 
quality you use in all your rela : 
tionships today so seek cut thi« 
you want for future allies; tonight 
don’t argue over a debt. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



“I’m having one of those 
mornings. Fill up the bathtub 
with coffee!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

b> Henn Arnold 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary worefc. 


NUTEI 

D 




_U 


RANGL 


m 



LAYSIE 





DOWHAS 


HI 




rVH.AT THE 
CLEANING WOMAN 
AT THE THEATER 
FEVELOFEK 


Now arrange the circled letters la 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterda/s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GLAND POISE SCARCE DECEIT 

Answer The actor's vaiei doubled as this— 

A "PRESS" AGENT 


THE Daily Crossword by Deo Johnson 


ACROSS 
1 Smear 
S Bums' cigar, 
e.g. 

9 Upholstery 
fabric 

14 Choir voice 

15 Miss Turner 

16 Smafl brooks 

17 "Let's Make 
A—' 

18 Prove 

19 — box (TV) 

20 Certain ship 
equipment 

23 Copy 

24 Feds 

25 Red dye 

27 Hit on the head 
30 Blackboard 

32 Church section 

33 Theatrical term 

37 — Grande 

38 A Curie . 

39 Exist 

40 Cause that 
attracts 
adherents 

43 Rock debris 

45 Ship deck 

46 Stirred up 

47 Lava 

50 Family drete 
member 

51 Joey” 

52 Attendant 
58 Meet the day 
60 Baby bed 

81 Make one's way 
arduously 
62 ■ — On Sunday” 

53 Soothe 
64 Ripened 
55 Frets 

66 Fbresf denizen 

67 Longings 

DOWN 

1 Fathers 

2 Sr — Guinness 

3 Beehive state 

4 City near 
Florence 

5 Took a Jet 

6 Poe's bird 

7 Pippin 

8 Young salmon 



CTWJ Tnbunp IMa Samcoi. vie 

MRuha RmnM 


Mfcghts Hmtm 

9 war vessel 

10 Clear 

11 Long narrative 

12 Tilt 

13 Organic 
compound 

21 Hebrew 
measure 

22 LAeness 

26 State: abbr. 

27 Stinging remark 

28 Charles Lamb 

29 Like — of bricks 

30 Razor 
sharpener 

31 Remained 

33 Type of pakn 

34 Com wilts 

35 On the loose 
38 — off (rata) 

38 Of the 

cheekbone 

41 "La Coq — " 

42 Scribes 

43 Loudness 
unit 

44 Formal coat 


Yesterday's Prado Sohred: 


nonnn -noon nnnn 
OHnnro naanj nnciR 

oni3B orarann 

r^r.n^S nn HQOfl 

nunnna Bunonopi 

oniriciri bobq deb 

ana . nnnn Bnnnri 
HBHBnnB - hBohob 
win 

HF1QBO BDEJIJ RnDR 

OQraonnnraHnnnotrjo 
onnn noon finnnH 
uranH □Rnra annnn 


i v 


46 Eraser 

47 Arches 

48 Wedge-shaped 
mark 

4Q Martini topper 
50 Liqueur 
flavoring 


53 Made a hole in 
one 

54 Dies _ 

55 Storm 

56 Garden of — 

57 Cincinnati team 
59 Maka clothes 


ff 


I 


















1 



conomy 


55 
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Poll: Russians 
fear inflation 
more than crime 


bid rtta'hr ■paatt oraib, lUi Mhn IMMcr cqrinlcm. 
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0.6900 
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0.4514 
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0./240 

0.5433 


' 0.3728 

0.3747 

IBEHR1 

. 0.0446 ■ 

• 0.0434 

0.0436 

0.02C36 

0.02046 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
crime rate is soaring, but most 
Russians fear inflation more than 
criminals, according to a survey 
published in a newspaper Friday. 

The inflation rate last year hit 
2,000 per cent, wiping out life 
savings and poshing many people 
into poverty. 

The rouble went for 170 to the 
dollar a year ago, but inflation 
has driven the value of the cur- 
rency down to a record 592 to the 
dollar. 

During fee same period, Rus- 
sian police dealt with a record 22 
million crimes, a 33 per cent 
increase over 1991, according to 
the interior ministry. 

Nearly one-third of all men and 
one fourth of all women polled 
said they had been victims of 
crime this year, the daily Izvestia 
reported. The survey of 1,570 
people was conducted in mid 
February by the All-Russian Cen- 
tre for Public Opinion Research. 
It offered no margin of error. 

Forty per cent said they were 
concerned about rising crime. 
Twenty-six per cent of the men 
and 14 per cent of the women said 
they favoured the legalisation of 
firearms to protect their lives and 
property, Izvestia said. 

Sixty-five per cent of blue col- 
lar and 70 per cent of white-collar 
workers said their No. 1 fear was 
rising prices, it said. 

Overall, crime ranked third on 
respondents’ list of concerns, the 
newspaper said. It said there 
were more crime victims among 
the poll respondents during the 
first 45 days of this year than 
there were during a similar survey 
covering a six month period last 
year. 

“This fear (of crime) is an 
independent social problem.” 
said Alexei Levinson, a resear- 
cher with the public opinion cen- : 
tie. “The fad is that fear of crime- 1 
hinders people and affects their 
behaviour. People are afraid to 
visit their friends, to go to thea- 
ters or movies, and prevent their' 
children from going outside.'' 

In January, . President Boris 
Yeltsin vowed to wage war 
against Russian criminals. He 
fretted in a television speech that 
Russia was catching up to the 
West in organised crime and be- 
-coming a “mafia power.” 

Meanwhile, the Rossi an Partia- 


Fine on utility bills 
called un-Islamic 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistanis angry about being fined for not 
paying their phone bills on time have won a small theological victory: 
The experts say the surcharges are un-Islamic. Pakistan’s top Islamic 
advisers have ruled that fines charged from consumers for not paying 
their utility bills on time is equivalent to charging interest — which is 
banned under a strick interpretation of Islam. The Council of Islamic 
Ideology (CH), which advises the Pakistani government and parlia- 
ment an Islamic laws, gave its opinion after a query from die 
government of the southwestern province of Baluchistan, a govern- 
ment official said. ‘The CD has ruled that any fine charged for not 
depositing any (utility) bill within a specified date is riba (interest),” 
said the official, who did not want to be named. Pakistan's 
constitution requires that all its laws must conform to Islamic 
teachings. The CD gives opinion on whether a law is Islamic or 
un-Islamic,” but its recommendations are not mandatory. Two of the 
18 CDa members dissented with the majority on the question of the' 
surcharge on utility bills, like those for electricity and telephone, the 
official -said. ‘They were of the opinion that die government can 
penalise its public if its orders were not obeyed.” Pakistan mtroduced 
interst-frec banking 1980s whit* is based mi sharing profit and loss. 
Orthodox Islamic scholars say charging all kinds of interest is banned 
by Islam. 


x o* 


Kuwait must shed guest 
workers, official says 


merit Friday approved in princi- 
ple a draft 1993 budget which 
forecast a deficit of at least eight 
per cent of gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP), well above the ori- 
ginal target of five per cent. 

Finance Minister Vasily Bar- 
chuk told parliament that the 
consolidated budget deficit of 
both central and regional govern- 
ments would amount to 3.8 tril- 
lion roubles ($6.4 billion). 

An earlier budget draft, pre- 
sented by Mr. Barchuk in Janu- 
ary, envisaged a deficit of 2.26 
trilhdn roubles ($3.8 billion) or 
- five per cent of GDP. in line with 
targets approved by the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund. 

“The rate of inflation which 
formed in December. January 
and February forced us to recon- 
sider all the financial and econo- 
mic indicators which had been set 
in January,” Mr. Barchuk said. 

Russian inflation in 1992 was 
more than 2,000 per cent and in 
January the monthly rate was 
about 30 per cent. 

The latest budget draft had also 
failed to keep in line with infla- 
tion, Mr. Bardiuk said, and could 
be redrawn. Parliament now has 
to .debate the draft article by 
article. 

Mr. Barchuk urged parliament 
to pass the document without 
delay, and said this would allow 
the central bank to allocate a 1.5 
trillion rouble ($2.5 billion) credit 
to the cash-strapped government 
in the first quarter of 1993. 

The draft budget allocated $3 
billion to service Russia's $80 
billion foreign debt. 

Negotiations with the Paris 
Club of creditor nations to res- 
chedule the debt are still under 
way. Russia has said it can not 
pay more than S3 billion this 
year. 

Saudi firm 
plans new 
$346 milli on 
cement plant 

MANAMA (R) — Yanbu Ce- 
ment Company of Saudi Arabia 
plans to build a new 1.3 billion 
riyal ($346 mffion) pint to b dp over- 
come a cement shortage in the 
kingdom. General Manager 
Saleh Saud Islam told Reuters 
Saturday the Blue Circle Cement 
consultant of Britain was carrying 
out a feasibility study for a plant 
at Yanbu on the Red Sea. Mr. 
Islam said bis firm would seek a 
400 million riyal ($106 million) 
loan from Saudi Industrial De- 
velopment Fund to meet part of 
the cost. It would finance the rest 
itself. His company received the 
green light from Saudi authorities 
to build the plant which will have 
5,500 to 6,000 tonnes daily capac- 
ity-of cement. Work is expected 
to start late this year. Two thirds 
of the production will be sold in 
the Saudi market and the remain- 
der ex p o rt ed, he stud. 

Another firm. Southern Pro- 
vince Cement Company (SPCC) 
of Saudi Arabia, has said it plans 
to build a new 800 million riyal 
($210 million) plant at Ash pro- 
vince in southwestern Saudi 
Arabia as demand for cement is 
outstripping supply. 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaitis 
should team to ran their country 
with minimal help from expatri- 
ates who outnumbered them for 
years, a senior planning official 
has said. 

“The more foreigners you have 
in Kuwait, the more the Kuwaitis 
will rely on them.” Planning 
Ministry Undersecretary Abdul 
Hai A1 A wadi told Reuters in an 
interview. 

“So you have to decrease (fore- 
igners) as much as possible,” he 
stressed. 

Sheikh A wadi coordinator of a 
1995-2000 five-year plan in prepa- 
ration, said semi-skilled Asians 
should be replaced by fewer but 
more productive skilled workers, 
mainly Westerners. 

Kuwaitis, most of whom work 
for the government, ought to be 
given incentives to learn more 
productive working methods and 
skills appropriate for the blue- 
arid white-collar private sector 
jobs normally held by expatri- 
ates, he said. 

Trade agreements with foreign 
entities ought to include a train- 
ing clause under which foreign 
experts were replaced with 
Kuwaitis they had taught, he 
said. 

“The government and private 
sector have to believe . thoroughly 
in -training... we want Kuwaitis 
who are creative. If everything is 
done that way. I think by the next 


10 or 15 years Kuwaitis can run- 
this country totally ” he said. 

Kuwait's total population has 
fallen 40 per cent to about 1.3 
million since the 1990 Iraqi inva- 
sion partly because of the policy 
of minimising expatriate use. 

In addition tens of thousands of 
Palestinian and other Arab ex- 
patriates and stateless Arabs who 
left during the invasion were not 
allowed to return after the 1991 
Gulf war liberation. 

Most of those barred from re- 
turning are Palestinians and 
nationals of states which sym- 
pathised with Iraq during the 
war. 

“Before the war the ratio was 
about 27 per cent Kuwaitis to 
about 73 per cent non-Kuwaitis, 
mostly Palestinians or from the 
countries which did not stand by 
us, unfortunately,” Sheikh Awa- 
di said. 

“So we are going to decrease 
them, definitely, and we hope 
that in the future Kuwaitis should 
be the core people depended on 
to develop Kuwait," he added. 

Sheikh Awadi said Kuwaitis 
now slightly outnumbered ex- 
patriates. Some foreign econom- 
ists say the ratio is the other way 
around. 

The population shift has helped 
slow the economy as Palestinian 
families who held large assets in 
Kuwait have been replaced with 
poorly paid Asian bachelors who 


remit their pay. 

Sheikh Awadi said Kuwait 
wanted to repay countries which 
had backed Kuwait in the conflict 
by employing their nationals, 
especially if they were skilled, 
and by investing in Iheir econo- 
mies. 

“The allied countries, the 
U S., Britain, France and the 
others who stood for justice in- 
cluding Arab countries — at the 
top of the list Saudi Arabia, the 
Gulf countries, Egypt, Syria, 
Turkey — helped greatly and we 
will be relying on them,” he 
pointed out. 

“They have enough skilled and 
intelligent people we could rely 
on, especially in terms of Western 
power and technology. Kuwait's 
money can be invested in such 
countries," he stressed. 

Sheikh Awadi said business 
was misguided in pressuring the 
government to let in more foreign 
workers. 

.“The problem of the private 
sector is that they don’t know that 
all this is tied to productivity. I 
want skilled, knowledgeable (ex- 
patriates) who can really give 
better input and training.” be 
said. 

Asked if Kuwaitis grown 
affluent on oil wealth learned 
more productive ways, he re- 
plied: "They'll go for it, with 
direction, with training, with in- 
centives. But somebody has to 
tell them first.” 


Clinton urges global 
economic cooperation 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton called Friday for 
better economic cooperation 
among the world’s industrial na- 
tions and rejected protectionist 
trade practices, saying America 
“must compete, not retreat.” 

Proclaiming that the world now 
stood at “the third great moment 
of decision in the 20th century” in 
its need for cooperation. Mr. 
Clinton said in a major economic 
policy speech that America was 
doing its part to reduce its mas- 
sive debt and put its economic 
house in order. 

He called on economic power- 
houses Germany and Japan and 
other industrial powers to do 
their part. 

“You have been saying in our 
own education and technology 
to improve productivity, be said 
in the speech at American Uni- 
versities in the U.S. capital. 

“We have done it for 
ourselves, we have done it for 
you, now you must work with us 
in Germany and Japan and other 
nations to promote global 
growth,” Mr. Clinton said. 

The United States is moving 
ahead of its major trading part- 
ners in economic recovery, and 
slow growth abroad is a concern 
to U.S. officials who- fear the 
impact on exports. ■ 

In his first dap in the White 
House, Mr. Clinton's tough stand 
on trade and European subsidies 
generated concern that the Un- 
ited States was gearing up for an 
all-out trade war. 

But be stressed Friday that he 
opposes protectionism. 

“The truth of our age is this, 
and must be this: Open and com- 
petitive commerce will enrich us 


as a nation,” he said. “It spurs us 
to innovate. And so I say to you 
in the face of all the pressures to 
do the reverse, we most compete, 
not retreat.” 

Mr. Clinton urged Germany 
and Japan especially to do more 
for the global economy and open 
their markets to foreign goods. 

“They (German and Japan) 
have done better than we have 
in certain areas,” be said. “We 
should respect them for that — 
but we must also say to them: 
you, too. must act as engines of 
global prosperity.” 

He outlined a five-point econo- 
mic policy, starting with getting 
the U.S. economy in order and, 
second, considering trade as part 
of America's security interests. 

Third, he said, he will provide 
U.S. leadership to improve coor- 
dination of global economic 


growth. 

Fourth he placed steady expan- 
sion for developing countries 
and, fifth, helping Russia develop 
a free-market economy. 

The president said the major 
industrial democracies must im- 
prove coordination of their eco- 
nomic policies in order to foster 
world growth. 

“We simply cannot afford to 
work at cross purposes,” he said, 
adding that U.S. allies must work 
harder to reduce interest rates, 
stimulate investment and cut 
trade barriers. 

On the trade issue, fears of 
tough Clinton administration 
policies began with duties on 
foreign steel last month and bal- 
looned last week into an angry 
exchange over U.S. charges that 
the Europeans were unfairly sub- 
sidising their Airbus. 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel.: 677420 


■ Kevin Costner and Whitney Houston 



Cinema 




PHILADELPHIA 


Ain 1 /: 


Shows: 1230. £00, &15. 10-30 p.m. 

Free Car Parking 


Tel.: 634144 l f Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


The Naked Gan 2V* 
The Smell off Fear 


SbowK I2J0, 3.-00. 8 JO. 1030 ■ 


Basic Instinct 


Starring: Michael Douglas 
and 

Shard Stone 

Shows: 12-.30. 300, £30. 10.30 pm 
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Nabffl AI Mashfni Theatre 


Congratulations on the start of the holy month pf 
Ramadan presents two hours of laughter arid 
happiness and the political play 

PANDEMONIUM “T¥a Wa Qaimeh” 

Daily at 8:30 p.m 
Tickets office open all day 


Nabil & Hisham’s 

AH LAN THEATRE 


Tel.: 625155 


New World Order 

Plays continue daily at 9.00 p.m. 
except Saturdays and Sundays 

Happy Feast 


Prese n ts the new catalogue for the 
Spring/Summer Season 1993. 

Queue-Fashion world, 702 pages, 
1 with a widerange for the whole family. 
All the latest trends in international 
fashion at good value for money. 

MADELEINE 1 56 pages, in high 
fashion and exclusive styles for 
woman who want top quality. 


FOR A COPY CONTACT YOUR LOCAL AGENT] 


FURNISHED FLOOR FOR RENT 

Located near city centre. Area 250 sq. metres. 
Consists of 3 bathrooms, with central heating 
and telephone. 

Please contact Tel. 635735 


FOR RENT 

Modern Furnished Apartments 

Two bedrooms, salon, dining room. The best location at 
Jabal Amman. 4th Circle. Private phone. 

For more information, please call Tel: 633416 


FOR SALE 

At A Very Tempting Price 

MERCEDES car SEC-AMG 380, model 1985, 
duty unpaid. The car is in excellent condition 
and with full options, black colour, used by one 
person. 

Please call Mr. Nabeel. Tel: 644711 


WANTED 

Two female women tailor first class, preferably a 
Filipino nationality, to work in the 

Modern Fashion Four Season Center, 
near Housing Bank in Wadi Saqra. 

Call: 640558 


j; 









































































































World News 


JORDAN 


TOMES, SUNDAY, FEBRliARl^^^ 


cent c 
may r 
of the 

The 
tion ir 
cent. 

And 
bones." 
in 47 j 


U.N. says Serbs obstruct aid 
to Bosnia’s Muslim enclave 


SARAJEVO (R) — The United 
Nations accused rebel Serbs 
Saturday of renewed obstruction 
of aid deliveries to Muslim trap- 
ped m a “forgotten enclave” of 
eastern Bosnia and said it feared 
another wave of ethnic deansing 
was under way. 

U.N. officials said 12 trucks 
were ready to leave Belgrade 
Sunday to tty to get 120 tonnes of 
food and medical supplies to the 
tiny mountain enclave of Cerska 
for the first time. 

But one official said Bosnian 
Serbs had insisted tbe trucks, 
which must cross Serb-held terri- 
tory, should take “what seems to 
be a goat track through the 
mountains.” 

“That is not acceptable,” said 
Judith K urn in, head of tbe office 
of tbe United Natrons High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNCHR) in Belgrade. “I think 
they are attempting to obstruct 
the arrival of the aid,” she said. 

A Serb blockade of a convoy 
trying earlier this month to reach 

S to 20,000 people trapped in 
rska was one of tbe factors 
which led High Commissioner 
Sadako Ogata briefly to suspend 
the agency's operations last 
week. 

Tbe blockade helped prompt 
U.S. President Bill Clinton's 
announcement Thursday of air- 
drops of supplies to tens of 
thousands of Bosnians cut off 
behind siege lines. 

U.N. officials said they bad 
also asked the Serbs to explain an 
incident Friday in which 1,500 
Muslims, mainly elderly women 


and children, has to walk at night 
across battle lines in central Bos- 
nia under Serb small arms fire. 

British U.N. troops, alerted to 
the crossing in advance, used 
armoured vehicles to shield the 
refugees. A U.N. Protection 
Force (UNPROFOR) spokesman 
said the shooting seemed to be 
designed “to hurry them along. 9 * 

The refugees had been bused 
to the frontline atTurbe from the 
area of Sipovo, near tbe town of- 
Banja Luka in Serb-held north 
Bosnia. Commander Barry Frew- 
er said in Sarajevo. 

He said the exodus seemed to 
be tbe result of ethnic deansing 
— the creation by for ce of “ethni- 
cally pure” areas carved out 
mainly by Serbs on Bosnian terri- 
tory. Hie refugees reached Trav- 
nik, behind Bosnian government 
lines. 

“We've asked (the Serbs) some 
questions and we're waiting for a 
response,” Commander Yrewer 
said. 

Muslim-held Cerska, high in 
the snowbound mountains of 
eastern Bosnia, has been cut off 
from outside help since war 
erupted in tbe republic last April 
after majority Muslims and ethnic 
Croats declared independence 
from Yugoslavia. 

“What they (the Serbs) are 
proposing seems to be a goat 
track through the mountains, 
which is not acceptable," Ms. 
Knmin told Reuters. 

U.N. aid convoys cannot oper- 
ate in Bosnia without the coop- 
eration of tbe warring parties. 

Bosnian Serb authorities de- 
nied they were obstructing the 


convoy or reneging on pledges of 
safe passage for aid convoys. 

A top aide to Bosnian Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic said tbe 
Serbs wanted the UNHCR to 
unload its cargo at Zepa, far 
south of Cerska, and leave the 
Mush ms to haul the aid in them- 
selves over the mountains. 

“We have proposed this route 
because fighting is raging around 
Cerska because Muslims want to 
establish their own corridor ...it is 
for safety reasons,” tbe aide, 
Slavisa Rakovic, told Renters. 

U.S. airmen in Frankfurt. Ger- 
many, were awaiting orders 
Saturday to begin Mr. Clinton’s 
parachute drops using C-130 car- 
go planes. 

Defence officials in Washing- 
ton have said the first supplies 
could be dropped from Sunday 
though weather conditions and 
operational considerations could 
delay tbe maiden mission. 

But Ms. Knmin said Cerska 
might be difficult to supply even 
by air, given the impretiskMis of 
parachute drops. “It's a very 
small area so it’s difficult to pin- 
point,” she said. 

No independent information is 
available on conditions in Cerska. 
Ms. Kumin said many refugees 
from the enclave who had trek- 
ked to the Muslim stronghold of 
T in la had advanced scabies and 
severe lice infestation and bad 
been “in a very bad state.” 

Meanwhile, police found a 
one-kilo (2.2 pound) bomb lying 
m die street opposite die U.S. 
embassy in tbe Croatian capital 
Zagreb Friday and defused it 
without incident, an embassy 


spokeswoman said Saturday. 

The suitcase-sized bomb, pack- 
ed with dynamite, was discovered 
about 12 metres from the embas- 
sy entrance on a busy main street 
in downtown Zagreb at two p.m. 
(1300 GMT) Friday, spokes- 
woman Susan Hovanec told Reu- 
ters. 

Police stopped traffic so no 
vehicle would drive over tbe ex- 
plosive and a bomb squad dis- 
armed it within an hour. 

Ms. Hovanec said the embas- 
sy’s 10 diplomats and 30 support 
staff moved to rooms facing an 
inner courtyard, away from street 
windows, as a precaution during 
the episode. 

She said the bomb did not 
appear to have been deliberately 
planted outside the embassy but 
apparently fell off a passing vehi- 
cle. No claim of responsibility 
was reported. 

“It appears it was associated 
with a passing car because it had 
four magnets on it that would 
have been used to attach it to the 
undercarriage of a car,” she said. 

Croatian police said the explo- 
sive was believed to have fallen 
from a small red Fiat car as it 
bumped over a rough stretch of 
road in tbe left lane most distant 
from the embassy entrance. 

Police were searching for toe 
driver to determine whether he 
knew the bomb was damped to 
his car. 

The bomb had a detonator 
which would have been set off by 
a radio signal. It was not big 
enough to have done more dam- 
age than blow out the embassy’s 
windows, Ms. Hovanec said. 


Fighting flares in Karabakh 


MOSCOW (R) — Fighting flared 
Saturday between Azeris and 
Armenians in tbe disputed en- 
clave of Nagorno-Karabakh as a 
new round of peace talks began in 
Rome. Interfax News Agency 
said. 

It quoted Azerbaijan’s De- 
fence Ministry as saying Azeri 
forces had regained control of the 
strategically important Sarsang 
Dam area, but Karabakh’s ethnic 
Armenian forces said all Azeri 
attacks had been beaten back. 

“Military activities in the north 
of Nagorno-Karabakh’s Mar- 
dakert region picked up Friday 
after a brief lull and continued 
Saturday, according to informa- 
tion from the warring sides,” 
Interfax said. 

Azeri forces lost the area 
around the Sarsang Dam to 
Armenians earlier this year in a 
series of defeats that led to a 
major shake-up in the Azeri 
military command. 

A new round of talks began in 
Rome Friday to explore ways of 
settling the five-year territorial 
conflict in which several thousand 
people have been killed. 

The talks, taking place under 
the auspices of the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, aim to pave the way for a 
frill-scale peace conference in the 
Belarussian capital Minsk. 

A previous session of peace 
talks in Rome last September 
broke up in disarray as fighting 
continued unabated in the moun- 
tainous enclave, populated most- 


ly by Armenians seeking to break 
away from Azeri jurisdiction. 

Delegates from Armenia and 
Azerbaijan met for most of die 
day Friday to try to iron out 
differences on pre-conditions for 
the talks. 

“The fact that these two de- 
legations met to discuss issues 
without other parties is without 
any doubt positive." said an Ita- 
lian Foreign Ministry spokesman. 

Representatives of waning 
ethnic Armenians and Azeris, 
along with 11 other states, sym- 
bolically opened the talks late in 
the day and immediately ad- 
journed until Saturday. 

The spokesman said all narties 
were expected to attend Satur- 
day, but the situation was volatile 
and the talks could be called off 
by any of the participants. 

Several thousand people have 
been killed since 1988 in fighting 
over Nagorno-Karabakh, a 
mountainous region ruled by 
Azerbaijan but populated mainly 
by Armenians. 

Armenians and Azeris from 
the territory are attending die 
talks as “guests of the presiden- 
cy” of die Minsk group to over- 
come any problems over their 
diplomatic status. 

Hie group’s president, Mario 
Raffaetli, a former under- 
secretary at the Italian Foreign 
Ministry, has drawn up proposals 
for a ceasefire and a four-phase 
transition process culminating in 
the Minsk conference. 





A IB-year-old 
fees at Azeri 


an bey loads bofletsfeto a magazine as a 
hi Nagorno-Karabakh (ARP photo) 


Poll: Campbell most popular 
choice for Canadian premier 


Angola peace talks founder 
as UNIT A stays away 


TORONTO (R) — Canada's De- 
fence Minister Kim Campbell is 
the most popular of the likely 
contenders to replace Prime 
Minister Brian Mulroney, accord- 
ing to the first major public opin- 
ion poll published since be said he 
would quit. 

Mr. Mulroney announced his 
resignation Wednesday, uncer- 
tainty has clouded his future since 
his government's proposals for 
constitutional reform were defe- 
ated in an October referendum. 
The proposals were aimed at 
solving the separatist dispute in 
French-speaking Quebec. 

An outspoken Vancouver 
lawyer, Ms. Campbell is widely 
expected to seek the party’s lead- 
ership at a convention in June. If 
successful, she would become 
Canada's first woman prime 
minister and lead the Conserva- 
tives into elections later this year. 

The Gallup poll of 1,153 Cana- 
dians published in the Toronto 
Star newspaper Friday found 37 
per cent of those surveyed would 
vote for die Conservatives in this 
year’s election if Ms. Campbell 
were prime minister. 

This would put tbe Conserva- 
tives just two per cent behind the 
opposition Liberals ' who would 
score 39 per cent of the vote. 

Prior to the resignation of tbe 
unpopular Mulroney, Conserva- 
tive support in public opinion 
polls was mired at about 20 per 
cent. 

Only 31 per cent of those sur- 
veyed said they would vote Con- 
servative if Trade Minister 
Michael Wilson were party chief, 
while 42 per cent would turn to 
the Liberals. 

Some 26 per cent said they 
would vote for tbe Conservatives 
if Communications Minister Per- 
rin Beatty were prime minister. 
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Khn Campbell 

but another 44 per cent said they 
would vote Liberal. 

If Environment Minister Jean 
Chares* were leader, the Con- 
servatives would score just 25 per 
cent while 47 per cent of those 
surveyed would vote for the 
Liberals. 

None of the likely contenders 
has yet announced they will enter 
the race to succeed Mr. Mul- 
roney, who has said he will step 
down once a new Conservative 
leader is selected at the party 
convention. 

Meanwhile Canada's popular 
Liberals Friday turned their guns 
on Ms. Campbell. 

Ms. Campbell came under fire 
from opposition leaders in parlia- 
ment for a controversial muhi- 
billion-dollar defence contract to 
buy British-built military helicop- 
ters. 

Liberal leader Jean Chretien 
attacked Ms. Campbell for plans 
to Spend $4.6 MBon. or $1.1 
billion more than initially budge- 
ted, on the purchase of 50 EH- 
101 military helicopters built by 
the British company Westland. 


ADDIS ABABA (R)— Talks to 
stop the bloodshed in Angola 
appeared to have collapsed Satur- 
day when UNITA rebels said a 
government attack prevented 
them from sending negotiators. 

“The deliberate intensification 
of aerial bombardment is to frus- 
trate UNITA’s attendance at the 
peace talks in Addis Ababa and 
to make UNITA responsible for 
the failure of the peace talks,” 
two UNITA delegates who 
reached the Ethiopian capital 
said in a statement. 

They accused the government 
’of stepping up the bombing of 
their former headquarters of 
Huambo, 800 kilometres south of 
the capital, Luanda, in a deliber- 


ate attempt to torpedo a secood 
round of peace talks under U.N. 
auspices w Addis Ababa. 

The talks were supposed to 
have hammered out a ceasefire ho 
a conflict which erupted last 
November after UNITA rejected 
the results of internationally su- 
pervised polls which re-elected 
President Eduardo Dos Santos. 

Angolan government delegates 
who arrived in Ethiopia Friday 
declined to comment publicly 
pending U.N. efforts to organise 
transport for Jhe UNITA delega- 
tion from Angola and rescue the 
talks from breakdown. 

But privately they scoffed at 
the idea that the UNITA team 
was even in Huambo. 



Ffenones low e r a woman Brum tbe World Trade 
Centre pha after smoke swept through tbe I1U- 


Ceutre plaza after smoke swept through tbe 110- twin towers (A*r pm 

New York’s tower blast kills 5 


storey bodding foBowing an explosion under the 
twin towers (AFP photo) 


NEW YORK (R) — A bomb 
blast ripped through the patting 
garage of the landmark World 
Trade Centre Friday, killing five 
people, injuring as many as 700 
and trapping thousands in dark- 
ness ana smoke far hours. 

The explosion, shortly after 
midday, ripped through three 
levels of the underground garage 
and started a fire that sent smoke 
billowing through the twin 110- 
storey towers of the complex. 

“My first thought... was that I 
was trapped in something like 
that film The Towering Inferno,” 
said Christopher King, who 
works in the complex. 

First Deputy Mayor Norman 
Steisel said five people were kil- 
led m the blast. He said earlier 
reports by city officials of seven 
dead were wrong. 

New York Governor Mario 
Cuomo, calling the blast “a 
tragedy of immense proportions, 
said it was definitely caused by a 
bomb. 

“It was placed.. .on a floor in 
the parking areas,” he said on a 
cable News Network (CNN) talk 
show. 

Gov. Cuomo also said the 
bomb was likely an act of terror- 


ism. “No foreign people or force 
has ever done tins to us. Until 
now we were invulnerable,” he 
said. 

But the investigation was ham- 
pered by concerns over the pre- 
sence of hazardous asbestos, 
security sources said. 

“There is a bilge asbestos prob- 
lem.. .which prevents people from 
going in,” an official said. 

Special hazardous disposal ex- 
perts were flown in from as far 
away as Chicago to help deal with 
the cancer-causing fibers that 
may have been released by the 
blast 

Each day, an estimated 50,000 
people fin tbe office and shopping 
complex on the edge of New 
York's financial district. The cen- 
tre’s twin cowers are the world's 
second-tallest buildings. 

Seven hundred people were 
treated for injuries, mainly 
smoke inhalation, from tire blast. 
A pregnant woman was plucked 
from the roof by a rescue helicop- 
ter. 

As smoke poured into the tow- 
ers and with power cut in the 
entire complex, occupants were 
forced to snake their way down as 
many as 107 flights of stairs. They 


emerged into the snow outride, 
their feces covered with soot. 

A H a « of kindergarden chil- 
dren was caught on tbe 207th 
floor observatory when the blast 
occurred and took the whole day 
to walk down. 

The smoke remained m the 
hails and stairs for hours and it 
took eight hours to restore power 
and begin to get some of the 250 
elevators in the complex moving. 

The blast set off a widespread 
security alert stretching from 
New York’s airports to Capital 
Hill in Washington. 

As accidental causes such as a 
gas leak or electrical fire were 
ruled out, law enforcement 
sources said it was increasingly 
likely that a terrorist bomb was 
involved. 

A local broadcast report said 
the police precinct in the area 
received a call of responsibility 
from a group calling itself the 
Serbian Liberation Front. 

Serbs and Bosnians are fight- 
ing in the former Yugoslavia- A 
bomb was found early Saturday 
in front of the U.S. embassy in 
Zagreb, Croatia and defused. 
Croatia is one of the breakaway 
regions from Yugoslavia. 


Kohl urges Japan to boost aid to CIS 


TOKYO (R) — German Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl, on a four- 
day visit to Japan, said Saturday 
that Bonn had shouldered too 
much of the aid burden for the 
former Soviet Union and urged 
Tokyo to make a bigger contribu- 
tion. 

“I deplore the fact that Ger- 
many has been left with the 
largest share of the burden (of aid 
to Russia and other ex-Soviet 
republics),” Mr. Kohl told a news 
conferen- * " Vyo. 

“I ■ * :o contri- 
bute a .upng about 

the success of economic reforms 
and tbe stabilisation of democra- 
cy (in the ex-5 ■ Union),” Mr. 
Kohl said. 

He said that Geimany had so 
for contributed about 60 per cent 
of all financial aid for the former 
Soviet republics. 

Japan has been reluctant to 
offer Russia large-scale economic 
aid because of a territorial dis- 
pute over four Pacific islands 
seized by Moscow at the end of 
World War II. 

Tokyo refuses to sign a peace 
treaty formally ending hostilities 
until Moscow recognises its 


sovereignty over the islands, 
which lie off Japan's main north- 
ern island of Hokkaido. 

Mr. Kohl said that be under- 
stood Tokyo's position over the 
islands and added that Germany, 
which invaded Russia in World 
War II, had a special responsibil- 
ity m helping Moscow achieve its 
transition to a market-based, 
democratic society. 

“But there will be negative 
consequences for us all if tbe 
reforms of (Russian President 
Boris) Yeltsin fail,” Mr. Kohl 
said. 

Asked about inviting Mr. Yelt- 
sin to a summit of the group of 
seven industrialised nations (G7) 
in Tokyo slated for July, Mr. 
Kohl said that it was a matter to 
be decided after consultations 
among all member countries. 

Mr. Yeltsin attended last year's 
G7 summit in Munich, Germany, 
tbe G7 comprises tbe United 
States, Canada, Germany, 
France, Britain, Italy and Japan. 

Mr. Kohl, whose visit to Japan 
was tbe fourth leg of a five-nation 
Aria tour, had talks with Prime 
Minister Kiichi Miyazawa earlier 


Saturday. 

Mr. Kohl said that he told Mr. 
Miyazawa that tbe European 
Community (EC) would not be- 
come a “fortress" against imports 
from outride the region as it 
moved towards greater economic 
integration. 

“Hie EC will not cut itself off 
from the rest of the world, but we 
expect dose cooperation from 
our partners and this means keejv 
ing markets open on both rides,” 
he said. 

Tokyo currently has a $9.5 
billion trade surplus with Bonn. 

Mr. Kohl said that he and Mr. 
Miyazawa agreed on tbe need to 
discuss trade imbalances at the 
July summit and to work for an 
early conclusion of world trade 
talks under the Uruguay round. 

Mr. Kohl, on his first official 
visit to Tokyo since 1983, told 
reporters that big changes in the 
global order since the end of the 
cold war made reform of the 
United Nations neqessaiy. 

“It is in our common interests 
to enhance tbe peacekeeping 
functions of the U.N.," he said, 
adding that this may entail revi- 
rion of Germany’s constitution. 


Blast rocks London shopping area 


LONDON (R) — An explosion 
rocked London’s busy Camden 
Town shopping area Saturday 
and police said there were about 
10 injuries. 

Tbe explosion was on Camden 
High Street, which is a short 
distance from the Camden Lock 
Market which attracts people 
from all over London as well as 
tourists. 

Police said there had been tele- 
phone warnings that explosions 
were about to take place. 

The Irish Republican Army, 
fighting to oust Britain from 
Northern Ireland, has intensified 
its mainland bombing campaign 
recently bnt it was not im- 


mediately dear what had caused 
tbe blast. 

The IRA claimed responsibility 
for bombing a gas works in 
Northern England Friday and 
police said there were “strong 
indications” that tbe IRA was 
responsible for shooting a police- 
man and abducting a teenage 
motorist nearby. ■ 

The IRA has attacked targets 
around the country, constantly 
switching tactics to keep security 
forces off guard. 

Tbe IRA claimed responsibility 
for two blasts in Manchester in 
December which injured more 
than 60 people and carried out a 
pre-Christmas blitz of London 
with a series of small bombs. 


Meanwhile a 64-year-old 
woman in Northern Ireland was 
shot twice by mistake because 
(IRA) gunmen thought she was a 
police detective. 

The Irish Republican Army 
(IRA), which is fighting to oust 
Britain from Northern Ireland, 
claimed responsibility in a state- 
ment released to the media and 
“apologised” for shooting the 
wrong woman. They added their 
intended target was a police de- 
tective. 

Police said the woman, whose 
condition was not known, was hit 
in the arm and chest after gun- 
men fired through a window into 
her home at Armagh city. Hie 
men escaped in a hijacked car. 


U.S., Soviet planners had similar doomsday scenarios 


PRINCETON, N.J. (AP) — The 
United States and Soviet Union 
built huge nuclear arsenals be- 
cause each suspected the other of 
preparing for a doomsday attack, 
some of the men who made the 
decisions have acknowledged. 

Former top officials of both 
countries di s cu ssed a newly de- 
classified 1983 Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA) assessment 
that portrayed the Soviet Union 
as “very serious about pursuing 
defence and about developing the 
capability to fight and survive a 
midear war.” 

They gathered at a Princeton 
University conference on the end 
of the cold war. 

Former Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter Alexander Bessmertnykh said 
that at the time tbe CIA was 
making that assessment, the 
KGB was telling Soviet leaders 
“almost, tbe same story” about 
United States intentions. Mr. 
Bessmertnykh, who became fore- 


ign minister in 1991, was a mem- 
ber of the Soviet Defence Council 
in 1983. 

He said Soviet officials be- 
lieved Ronald Reagan was pur- 
suing an enormous military buil- 
dup that “indicated the United' 
States was serious about over- 
whelming the Soviet Union.” 

Other participants in the dis- 
cussion included former Secret- 
ary of State George Shultz, for- 
mer Defence Secretary Frank 
Carlucd, and Paul Nitze, who 
was an arms negotiator during the 
Reagan years. 

Lawrence Gershwin, author of 
the 1983 CIA estimate, said that 
construction of a huge radar in- 
stallation at Krasnoyarsk “in bla- 
tant violation of the ABM trea- 
ty,” was seen as evidence of a 
Soviet intention to develop “a 
war fighting programme.” 

Mr. Bessmertnykh said tbe 
CIA view of the radar was “an 


exaggerated appraisal.” He said 
the installation was an attempt to 
dose a gap in the Soviet air 
defence system.. 

“Of course, the radar violated 
the treaty,” he conceded. 

When Foreign Ministry offi- 
cials pointed out the violation to 
their defence counterparts, he 
said the response was, “when the 
Americans start crying out, you'll 
find an answer.” 

Tbe major U.S. defence effort 
of tbe period was the Strategic 
Defence Initiative (SDI), the 
space-based missile defence sys- 
tem proposed by Mr. Reagan. 

Mr. Shultz said the system was 
“very much driven by Ronald 
Reagan. It was personal.” 

He described a briefing Mr. 
Reagan received at the Air De- 
fence Command Centre in Col- 
orado. 

“There are all sorts of consoles 
k eepin g track of everything in all 


sorts of places.” he said. “It’s 
very impressive. He went there as 
a presidential candidate, having 
also been briefed on the heavy 
Soviet intercontinental ballistic 
missiles.” 

A Reagan aide asked the 
general in charge what would 
happen if a Soviet nuclear war- 
head hit somewhere nearby. 

“The general said, *it would 
bkxw us away,’" said Mr. Shultz. 
“Reagan said, ‘well, what can we 
do about it?' the general said, 
‘nothing.' The future president 
concluded that was a hell of a 
state of affaire.” 

Mr. Shultz said that was Mr. 
Read’s motivation to pursue 
*SDI rather than any calculated 
plan to force the Soviets to spend 
themselves into bankruptcy. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh said that 
, when Mr. Reagan first proposed 
SDI as a shield that could block 
all incoming missiles Soviet plan- 
ners decided “this was a fantasy” 


not worth worrying about. 

But later, more limited ver-- 
tioos caused great concern. He 
said the CIA was connect m saying 
tbe Soviets were working hard to 
upgrade their land-based inter- 
continental ballistic missile 
(ICBM) force. 

"The ICBM was always the 
heart of the Russian force,” he 
said. “We thought the only way 
we could respond to the threat of 
SDI was to develop tbe ICBM as 
much as possible.” 

Soviet officials said ex-Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev was 
convinced any attempt to match 
Mr. Reagan’s Strategic Defence 
Initiative of 1983 to build a mace- 
based defence against missiles' 
would do irreparable harm to tbe 
Soviet economy. 

They also said the accident at 
the Chernobyl nuclear plant in 
Ukraine in April 1986 brought 
home vividly the reality of what a 
nudear war would email. 


Gore jokes about 
his dancing 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Vice 
President Al Gore joked ab«rt 
criticism of his dancing ab8itv 
Friday during a one-hour, teteyi- 
sfon call in show, but sard. 'Tip. 
per thinks Tm a great dancer.” 
“You need to get Tipper toteadi 
you some of her moves, said 
NBC Todav anchor Katre Comic, 
who said she saw Mr. Gore and 
his wife dance at the inaugural 
balls. Tbe subject came up when 
the last caller of the show said to 
the vice president, "I don’t think 
you’re such a bad dancer.” 
“Thanks, you've made my <fay.*‘ 
responded Mr. Gore, who had, 
spent most of the hour urging) 
callers to pressure Congress to! 
pass the Clinton administratkm^, 
economic passage as a cure foil 
their concerns, ranging frora| 
crime to veteran’s benefits. Hcl 
said that for days after the coapie* 
danced at the balls, people were 
complimenting Mrs. Gore's 
grace, but never said anything 
about him. “When Jay Leno had 
his contest to see if anyone coufcf, 
dance worse than the vice presi- 
dent. I was really rooting for 
those guys, but nobody won." he 
joked. 

Man wearing Nixon 
mask robs bank 

BLOOMINGTON, Minn. (AP) 

— A man wearing a robber mask 
of former President Richard Nix- 
on robbed a bank in this Min- 
neapolis suburb, and police as- 
pect he is half of a duo that has 
used politicians* masks in 31 bask 
robberies since 1985. The robber, 
armed with a semiautomatic pis- 
tol, ordered everyone in Nonresl 
Corp. to freeze. He demanded 
cash and fled in a getaway car 
that had been -tolen, the 
said. Just block* away, he switch- 
ed to another stolen car and 
disappeared. The FBI declined to 
say how much was taken. Police 
say two men have worn masks of 
Ronald Reagan and Michael 
Dukakis during heists from sub- 
urban Chicago into Wisconsin 
since 1985. The duo apparently 
started robbing banks in 1965, 
stopped after two robberies, then 
starred up again in 1990, said 
Larry Mefford. bank robbery su- 
pervisor for the Minneapolis 
office of (he FBI. Authorities 
believe that 25 of the robberies 
took place m the Chicago area 
and six in Wisconsin, the most 
recent in La Crosse on Feb. 4. £ 
Mr. Mefford said be believes the * 
duo moved to Minnesota because 
Chicago authorities have been on 
their trail. 

Moscow mayor bans 
foreign language 
billboards 

MOSCOW (AP) — The mayor of 
Moscow has ordered that all out- 
door advertising in a foreign lan- 
guage must include a Russian 
translation, a newspaper re- 
ported. St. Petersburg city offi- 
cials took a similar step in De- 
cember, saying signs exclusively 
in foreign languages offended loc- 
al feelings. Colourful signs in 
foreign languages — mostly En- . 
glisb — have blossomed in Mos-ff 
cow since the fall of the Soviet 
Union. Customers seem to prefer 
Western style logos, signs and 
ads. In a recent marketing experi- 
ment, a popular American brand 
of cigarettes was offered for sale 
under a sign in English next tridie 
same cigarettes under a sigh in 
Russian. “The lot with the En- 
glish sign sold a lot faker and for 
a higher price,” the daily Cbm- 
mersant said. Afflicted for, de- 
cades by a shortage of 
goods and shoddy products, Bos' 
sians have long shown a prefer- 
ence for Western merchandise. 
Foreign goods have been flowing 
into the country since the Soviet 
collapse. 

U.K. police hunt : 
‘hole in the wall 
hoy* 

NEWCASTLE, England ; 

Police Saturday were hurrtmg a 
youth tagged "the bole in tbe waS 
boy” who lives in air ducts an ft 
tunnels and terrorises residents of 
a northern England booriag 
estate. The 13-year-old bss 
“bsconded from focal authorities : 
care more than 30 times in tfc*“ • 
yearc, been arrested 16 times aw* . 
tnade three court appearances io ■ 
connection with burglary *** ■ 
driving offences. "He seentf to he 
Particularly targeting oWpeopfe : 
and there is concern about ; 
safety of the focal community’" ■ 
Chtef Inspect fcm Wan** 
sa«J- But if we catch him we ate ! 
jWjipd to hand him over* the 

authority, which does ** 

beback to square one.~fe Bn- } 
fern where juvenile crime ii car- _ 
tentiy a big issue, young ‘ 
acts under 16 are kept in trie . 
of focal authorities/ 
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